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Army chief pays homage to
Operation Pawan bravehearts

NEW DELHI

The Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS), General Upendra
Dwivedi, on Tuesday paid
homage to soldiers who
laid down their lives during
Operation Pawan, the 1987
Indian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) mission in Sri
Lanka.

A senior official said that
until now only the families
of the fallen soldiers and
veterans who served in the
operation gathered at the
National War Memorial to
mark the anniversary.

“This time General
Upendra Dwivedi paid
homage to the braveheart
soldiers of Operation Pa-
wan that occurred in Sri
Lanka in 1987, the official
stated. Along with General
Dwivedi, Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Pushpendra Singh,
Vice Chief of the Army,
who himself had taken part
in the operation as a young
officer, participated in the
ceremony.

Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi pays homage to honour the
sacrifice of soldiers at National War Memorial in New Delhi. PTi

Operation Pawan was
started in October 1987 and
ended in 1990, resulted in
hundreds of personnel
killed and over a thousand
injured.

The Army chief laid a
wreath at the National War
Memorial, honouring the
bravehearts who made the
supreme sacrifice.

Several serving person-
nel, veterans, and families
were also present, paying
heartfelt tributes in collec-
tive remembrance.

The IPKF received

numerous
medals.
Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh posted a tribute
on social media platform X,
writing:  “Remembering
and paying tributes to Ma-
jor Ramaswamy Parames-
waran on his ‘Balidan Di-
was’. He showed
exceptional courage and
leadership during ‘Opera-
tion Pawan’ in Jaffna. His
supreme sacrifice and
steadfast resolve remain a
guiding light for our Armed
Forces and our nation.”

gallantry

Army chief pays homage to Operation Pawan bravehearts

[T T 7 STIRR UG & R} B Jegiorier of

Army chief pays homage to Operation Pawan bravehearts

[T TR A SHTRRI UG & dRI DI YGToifer ot

The Chief of the Amy Staff (COAS), General Upendra Dwivedi, on Tuesday paid homage
to soldiers who laid down their lives during Operation Pawan, the 1987 Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) mission in Sri Lanka.

I & TE (HHTTY) S-RA U= fgad) = Hraar &f ficiwr 7 1987 sfea= daaifin
B (IPKF) fIR SITIRRE Ua_ & SR YEiE gU AfFd! &I sigioier <t

A senior officer said that until now only the families of the fallen soldiers and veterans who
served in the operation gathered at the National War Memorial to mark the anniversary.
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“This time General Upendra Dwivedi paid
homage to the braveheart soldiers of
Operation Pawan that occurred in Sri Lanka
in 1987,” the ollcial stated.

39 §R SRel I fgddl 3 1987 H ieiepr
H 5T TR ga b IR SFD B giwifer
d SfYPRY  Hall

Along with General Dwivedi, Lieutenant-
General Pushpendra Singh, Vice Chief of the Army, who himself had taken part in the
operation as a young officer, participated in the ceremony.

SR 3 3 T T  3U T Aftede-seRd quivg Rig, Rreh T ga7 ofiei % =
T 39 i | few forn o1, A o woRIg F o foran)

Operation Pawan was started in October 1987 and ended in 1990, resulted in hundreds of
personnel killed and over a thousand injured.

UG S(FEER 1987 W Y= g3 3R 1990 & I g1, o Qepsl Afe wdie gu
3R TP TR 3 34w araa gu
The Army chief laid a wreath at the National War Memorial, honouring the bravehearts who
made the supreme sacrifice.

1 U A AR IR AERaa & srdur far Sik wRw aferer ¢ o dRY & gea faa

Several serving personnel, veterans, and families were also present, paying heartfelt
tributes in collective remembrance.

Fs VIR AP, e 3R uRareH t Aivg ) ok Wt 3 Imfes =u & yraguf ygiwifer
ftfa 311
The IPKF received numerous gallantry medals.

IPKF & % dRdl Ugd U gu|

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh posted a tribute on social media platform X, writing:
“Remembering and paying tributes to Major Ramaswamy Parameswaran on his ‘Balidan
Diwas’. He showed exceptional courage and leadership during ‘Operation Pawan’ in
Jaffana. His supreme sacrifice and steadfast resolve remain a guiding light for our Armed
Forces and our nation.”

e T ey R A e Hifsar WewiH X R o “39% aftig flaw w AR

AR TRARERA S 16 HRd GU HGIoIT | I5I ST | *HIRRH UG & SR SRITYRT

waﬁ?ﬁa%aﬁ@W| T URH Sfergr 3R 3fC Yabed THRT TR G131t SR Y & forg
g1
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Drop shot in Sydney

Lakshya Sen’s win also draws attention
to the gaps in Indias supply line of stars
F or Indian badminton, 2025 has been a

tough year. Successes have been fleeting,

top players’ form has undulated and se-
rious questions have been asked of not just the
established but also the young and upcoming.
But for Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty’s doubles bronze at the World Championships
in Paris in August, there has been precious little.
Against this backdrop, Lakshya Sen’s triumph at
the Australian Open on Sunday has come like a
breath of fresh air. It was not the toughest of
fields and the tournament — a BWF Super 500,
third in the sport’s hierarchy after Super 1000
and 750 - is not pedigreed. But it was no low-
hanging fruit either, for Lakshya had to spend
long hours on court, including in the come-from-
behind semi-final victory over World No. 6 Chou
Tien Chen. The title was the 24-year-old’s first
since the Syed Modi International Super 300 last
December, and the first outside India since the
Canada Open Super 500 in July 2023. Ever since
the disappointment of losing the 2024 Paris
Olympics bronze medal match from a dominant
position, Lakshya has endured difficult times. In-
juries and a spate of early exits — 11 in the first
round this year alone — had sent him tumbling
down. But a trophy in his last act of 2025 should
give him the required fillip.

Whether this acts as a springboard for other
Indians in 2026 remains to be seen. Apart from
Satwiksairaj and Chirag, no other Indian is
ranked in the top 10 of any badminton discipline.
Since July 2022, P.V. Sindhu has just one Tour title
to show — the Syed Modi International last De-
cember. H.S. Prannoy, who bagged a men’s sin-
gles bronze at the 2023 Worlds and soared to No.
6, is now down to 35. Worryingly, the supply line
of stars appears to have undergone a rupture. Ay-
ush Shetty, 20, winning the U.S. Open Super 300,
and Tanvi Sharma, 16, finishing with a silver me-
dal in girls’ singles at the World Junior Champion-
ships, are noteworthy achievements indeed. But
no junior has stormed the scene and plugged the
gap seamlessly like how Sindhu once did after
Saina Nehwal. The Badminton Association of In-
dia appears to be mindful of this, as seen from
the setting up of the National Centre of Excel-
lence in Guwahati to train the next generation. In-
dia is also betting big on hosting international
competitions of repute to burnish its credentials
as an elite badminton nation. After the 2025
World Juniors in Guwahati, the 2026 World
Championships is scheduled to be held in Delhi.
If India can assemble a battery of medal challen-
gers, it would be akin to a resurrection.

Drop shot in Sydney
Rrsit & giu w1ie

e Lakshya Sen’s win also draws attention to the
gaps in India’s supply line of stars

A&T A9 B ofid HRd B TR @S s A Mg
Fa o 3R W ear i st 8

Indian badminton in 2025
2025 §

e For Indian badminton, 2025 has been a tough year.
Successes have been fleeting, top players’ form has
undulated and serious questions have been asked of not
just the established but also the young and upcomlng

YR J8fHer & o 2025 H3 98 Y81 81 Fhadng
& 351 8, TNy Feafsal &1 wid IdR-9¢d WRITET B,
3R 9 FHad U afes gar Raenfeal wR +ft ik Fara
r

e But for Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty’s doubles bronze at the World Championships in
Paris in August, there has been precious little.

3T o O H g3 fay <

3R RRAT A & ST S~ B BlgHR Juadl 98¢
CRREE]

e Against this backdrop, Lakshya Sen’s triumph at the

Australian Open on Sunday has come like a breath of
fresh air.

39 gy A, AR @ AR e shud # @y |9 &t
ST Tap drert 43 gaT it o 3 |

e |t was not the toughest of fields and the tournament
— a BWF Super 500 — is not pedigreed, but it was no
low-hanging fruit either, for Lakshya had to spend long
hours on court.

Tg qaY Bid gAMe el UT 3R T8 BWF JUR 500 WR
BT T, At T e Ht 187 o1, Fifes e B DI R
S THg a& Uy HRA1 ST

e His come-from-behind semi-final victory over World
No. 6 Chou Tien Chen was noteworthy.

e SR 6 I3 faue a1 & RIAT a1 Il aXd U
BT Siid SeiE-ig a1 |

e The title was the 24-year-old’s first since the Syed
Modi International Super 300 last December, and the first
outside India since the Canada Open Super 500 in July
2023.

Ig fRa 24 qdfg fAare! @ Uod iR g8 5 Al
R 300 & TG Ugal! oid A, 3R FeTg 2023 & FHAIST
319 R 500 & S YR & S8R Ygdl RIdrg Tl

e Ever since the disappointment of losing the 2024
Paris Olympics bronze medal match from a dominant
position, Lakshya has endured difficult times.

2024 ¥ 3wl A s~ AT gRA B PRI S 91g I
eI 3 HieT IHT I |

¢ Injuries and a spate of early exits — 11 in the first

round this year alone — had sent him tumbling down.
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But a trophy in his last act of 2025 should give him the required fillip.

difd1 2025 & ifdw =R H Al T8 M1 I SMTaID YIeTg &t |

Whether this acts as a springboard for other Indians in 2026 remains to be seen.

Tg 2026 H 3T HRA! & forg TRUT S99 a1 81, U8 ST ST B

Apart from Satwiksairaj and Chirag, no other Indian is ranked in the top 10 of any badminton
discipline.

Jiap—RTT B BreHR fbddt Hf HRAH faaret o faeht ot SsfiieT 9uft # efa 10 & 3 7
H

Since July 2022, P.V. Sindhu has just one Tour title — the Syed Modi International last
December.

Hqars 2022 I ®. Y. Rig & IR Had e 8 R fade g — e REwR o1 95 Aid
AR

H.S. Prannoy, who once soared to World No. 6, is now ranked 35.

Fft Ry FoR 6 72 T.U. YURT fd 3531 ¥ R o T B

The supply line of stars appears to have undergone a rupture.

RaR) &1 72 QU § Splac fewr &t 2l

Ayush Shetty, 20, winning the U.S. Open Super 300, and Tanvi Sharma, 16, winning silver
at the World Junior Championships, are encouraging achievements.

2oaﬁqarrgcrﬁ§r$rugﬂaﬁq=r§moosﬁamaﬁ? 16 TUA a1 XM BT 0 1R
IR A RieeR Sha-T SdTESHS IUdfedr &l

But no junior has stormed the scene like Sindhu did after Saina Nehwal.

A B3 i TR FIArSt 391 gHTa 2T ST UTaT ST JIAAT AgaTd & 916 iy 3 ST o

The Badminton Association of India has set up the National Centre of Excellence in
Guwahatl to train the next generation.

Sefticd THIRUR ot fgar 3 srTeit didt &I ufieror 37 & forg aTeTdt # ARAa e 3w
TRitd wifid far 31
India is also betting big on hosting international competitions.
YR RIS UfNIrsft &t Aot v +ff &R § @131

After the 2025 World Juniors in Guwahati, the 2026 World Championships will be held in
Delhi.

2025 TS SIfAd & dIC 2026 IeS AR ot & mAfid &t Seh

If India can assemble a strong group of medal contenders, it would be akin to a resurrection.

I YRd Uged cldeR! & Toigd A IR &R T, dl I8 U TToIT= ol i
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RECOGNITION Rohit named Brand Ambassador for the 2026

Rohit named Brand Ambassador ~ Men’s T20 World Cup
for the 2026 Men's T20 World Cup 2026 %9 T20 fay 1 & ferg e »1 siis
wdgsy A1fd foar

Rohit named Brand Ambassador for the 2026
Men’s T20 World Cup

2026 T3 T20 fay Hu & forw Afga ) s TaTsT
—fra forar

. Rohit Sharma, part of both of India’s Men’s T20
World Cup wins (in 2007 and 2024) and the only player to
feature in all nine editions, was unveiled as the Brand
Ambassador for the 2026 T20 World Cup in India and

Rohit Sharma, part of both of India’s Men’s T20 World Cup wins (in Sri Lanka. becom ing the first active international
2007 and 2024) and the only player to feature in all nine editions, ket t’ hold h ICC rol
was unveiled as the Brand Ambassador for the 2026 T20 World Cup cricketer to hold such an role.

in India and Sri Lanka, becoming the first active international ﬂ%ﬂ T-“Zﬂ:ﬁ \_)‘h HRd a’ﬁ Eﬁ'—‘h T20 ﬁpd' Gl \_l‘ﬁ-(_‘ﬁ 2007

cricketer to hold such an ICC role. Gﬁ?' 2024 ) BT %WT Q% % Gh? It ;ﬁ- Wuﬁ- pui @Fﬁ aa
THHH RITS! 8, B HRd SR sﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁzozsno fay ou & sis WA >
U H DY foar 7, SR 9 TG ICC UG P YR 3 a1l Ugd Aishd Sfavrgra
fepdpax &9 M|

FILE PHOTO

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 26 November 2025
Society

1. | Alandmark law in 2013, it needs a spine in 2025
2013 &1 TP TS ST, 39 2025 A T g FI awaHhdr 8
Geography

2.
For Assam tea, erratic climate and stagnant prices present a crisis
3 Y ot 9™ & fag, sifFafia searg ik fRR Fiud T d@e ugd
Canik

3.
Hayli Gubbi Volcano
it 7ot sarem!

| Society 26/11/2025
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A landmark law in 2013, it needs a spine in 2025

case in Chandigarh, where a college
A professor was sacked after a probe by the

Internal Complaints Committee (ICC)
under the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013 (or the POSH Act) marks a
rare but important precedent. The students
complaint, filed on September 12, 2024, was
investigated, and the allegations of sexual
harassment were proven.

While this outcome is being hailed as “justice
served”, it also exposes the low conviction rate
under the POSH Act and the gaps that prevent it
from delivering justice with consistency and
empathy, especially in educational institutions
where young women and men face unequal
power dynamics. This writer has seen the
recurring gaps and on-ground challenges that
dilute the purpose of the law after having
witnessed several cases of sexual harassment in
universities and colleges.

The flawed idea of consent

The Act, though well-intentioned, suffers from
conceptual and procedural flaws. It talks about
“consent” but not “informed consent”. That
distinction is crucial. Consent loses its meaning
when obtained through manipulation or
incomplete knowledge. Within workplace and
academic settings, relationships may initially
appear consensual, but when emotional
manipulation or power imbalance surfaces later,
the earlier consent becomes invalid. What a
woman experiences then is not only harassment
but also betrayal.

Yet, the law does not account for such
informed consent, ignoring how educated
perpetrators exploit trust, authority and
information asymmetry.

Emotional harassment that stems from
deceitful or manipulative relationships also
remains outside the Act’s ambit. When consent is
obtained through fraud or emotional coercion, it
should be treated as harassment. Many educated
accused understand what leaves evidence and

Mahima Duy

is a research scholar,
Department of
Political Science,
Panjab University,
Chandigarh

The POSH Act
needs to have
clearer
language, longer
timelines,
recognition of
emotional and
digital abuse,
and stronger
investigative
tools

what does not, shaping their behaviour to remain
in the grey zone of legality. The law, still bound to
visible or explicit acts, fails to address this subtle,
psychological form of exploitation.

One of the most pressing flaws is the limitation
period of three months for filing complaints. For
a woman who has survived manipulation or
coercion, recognising what happened and
gathering courage to report it often takes much
longer. In universities, where students spend
several years under the same institutional roof,
realisation and evidence may emerge much later.
Justice should not come with an expiry date. The
three-month rule only strengthens the confidence
of perpetrators that their acts will fade with time.

Equally troubling is the terminology. The
accused is called a “respondent”, and not an
“accused.” This small linguistic change dilutes the
seriousness of the offence. Outside the
workplace, the same conduct would constitute a
crime. Why should the context of a college or
office make it seem less grave? Language matters.
By softening the label, the law normalises a
violation that causes deep psychological trauma.

Vague definitions within the Act further shift
the burden of proof onto the woman. She must
prove harassment within an institutional
structure that is often hesitant, ill-equipped, and
risk-averse. In most genuine cases, harassment is
not a single act but a behavioural pattern. Yet,
committees tend to dismiss complaints for lack of
direct evidence. There should be ways to assess
behavioural conduct through anonymous
feedback or corroborative testimony. Since the
accused already enjoys protection through a
multi-member committee to ensure impartiality,
the same faith must extend to the committee’s
ability to recognise circumstantial evidence.
Reading between the lines and acknowledging
informal networks should be part of the process.

No clarity on inter-institutional complaints
The Act is also silent on inter-institutional
complaints. In academia, visiting faculty,
research collaborations and conferences create

A landmark law in 2013, it needs a spine in 2025
2013 &1 TP TS BT, 39 2025 A TH g HI AMawaHdl 8

e A case in Chandigarh, where a college professor was sacked after a probe by the Internal
Complaints Committee (ICC) under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (or the POSH Act) marks a rare but

important precedent.

multiple spaces for interaction across institutions.

When an accused person’s misconduct spans
different campuses, there is no mechanism to
connect or pursue those cases jointly. This
absence allows repeat offenders to go unchecked.

For a woman, lodging a complaint is itself a
battle fought after an intense internal struggle.
What follows, however, often turns into another
ordeal. Instead of relief, she faces procedural
delays, institutional hesitation, and emotional
fatigue.

The law also permits disciplinary action
against complainants found to have filed
“malicious” complaints, which, though meant as
a safeguard, ends up intimidating genuine
victims. The process, meant to deliver justice,
often retraumatises them.

The digital evidence dilemma

With technology reshaping communication,
harassment too has evolved. Messages can
vanish, photographs appear only once, and chats
are encrypted. Expecting Internal Complaint
Committee (ICC) members — often without legal
or technical training — to interpret such evidence
is unrealistic. The law has not adapted to this
digital reality. It must include updated
definitions, clear protocols for handling digital
evidence, and mandatory training for committee
members to ensure that technology does not
become a shield for offenders.

Women have long relied on informal networks
to warn each other about unsafe individuals.
These whisper systems exist precisely because
the formal mechanisms often failed them. The
POSH Act was a milestone when enacted in 2013,
but a decade later, needs strengthening. It must
incorporate clearer language, longer timelines,
recognition of emotional and digital abuse, and
stronger investigative tools. Justice should not
depend on the victim’s endurance or on the
committee’s discretion. It must be built into the
structure of the law itself. Until that happens, the
protection promised by the POSH Act will remain
more symbolic than real.

TSI I U AHA §, ST6T U dlas bR &1 Sidie Rremaa Jfifa (cc) gr srfwa
W afkaret ¥ N Safied Ry, Py ok faron) sififrm, 2013 @1 POSH
iftfras) & ded S & §1e SR ot T, %Wﬁuﬁ%u@a@fw%

e The students’ complaint, [lled on September 12, 2024, was investigated, and the allegations
of sexual harassment were proven.

B B Riera, S 12 fidar 2024 &) g & T3 ff, B S PR 3R IH IaisT & ARY

g gul

e  While this outcome is being hailed as “justice served”

, it also exposes the low conviction rate

under the POSH Act and the gaps that prevent it from delivering justice with consistency and
empathy, especially in educational institutions where young women and men face unequal

power dynamics.

E1 39 URUIM &1 =1 AT %81 S E1 8, 96l I8 POSH AR & d8d HH auiiia &
3R 3 Wfer @Y it SR e § S 38 A AR 3R Tyl &1 3 = < § Aabat §,
o Reiftre Tt Set gar Afeand 3R T3 SR fdd JHIHRN BT I B & |

e This writer has seen the recurring gaps and on-ground challenges that dilute the purpose of
the law after having witnessed several cases of sexual harassment in universities and

colleges.

R 7 fayfaeerl STk Bias & TH IJadisT & Bs AT B 3ad 5 BT P I B
PHHSIR B dlell TR-TR IHRA areit [ 3R ST Ffaal & Sar g |
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The flawed idea of consent

Tgufa o1 Ffeyuf s@uron

The Act, though well-intentioned, sullers from conceptual and procedural [Taws.

Tg 3w, Ho & Tareguf 8, Afe daier SR Ufsharere St I 7 B

It talks about “consent” but not “informed consent”.

g “consent’ (ﬂ?‘qﬁ) B! §1d BT § Afb “informed consent” (‘Eﬂ%ﬁ Q:l'eﬂirﬁf) CABHI

That distinction is crucial.

g 3faR 3 He@yuf g |

Consent loses its meaning when obtained through manipulation or incomplete knowledge.

U, 99 B, GaTa a1 3 THSRT & ATEAH I U &1 il 5, al 30T 3 & &eft g |

Within workplace and academic settings, relationships may initially appear consensual, but

when emotional manipulation or power imbalance surfaces later, the earlier consent becomes

invalid.

PRI 3R LWeifre araraRer & Red I § Werfd | Sid i@ Jod §, dfd ol gt

YIS B I1 AT SRIGA- I 1T 8, Ted & 18 Wehfd 3 g1 oIkl 8

What a woman experiences then is not only harassment but also betrayal.

I T Al Had IS o Ao afedp rayrrard +ff Siadt |

Yet, the law does not account for such informed consent, ignoring how educated perpetrators

exploit trust, authority and information asymmetry.

R o, o Tt gfera wgufa &t srayRon &1 T8t gar 3R A 8 98 9 d § fb ue-ford

SR fayT, SfUBR SR JEAT ST HT Y YT Hd ¢ |

Emotional harassment that stems from deceitful or manipulative relationships also remains

outside the Act’'s ambit.

gﬁ@u@qpfmamﬁﬁ 1 Rl g T g4 arer HaaTrds Iafte i i ag & g § s
I

When consent is obtained through fraud or emotional coercion, it should be treated as

harassment.

9 TgAfd U@ a1 YTGATHS gaTd I UIe &t At @, o 39 St AT ST a1

Many educated accused understand what leaves evidence and what does not, shaping their

behaviour to remain in the grey zone of legality.

o3 R RN a8 weliHifa TH=id § o a7 Hed Siedl § 3R &1 7, 3R 3 307 HaeR &I

%WW%%%W% grey zone TG

The law, still bound to visible or explicit acts, fails to address this subtle, psychological form of

exploitation.

B 3t ot raet TaH O WY i W BT €, 3R 39 Y&, HAAT=D 90T i

TeId B | fawd g gl

One of the most pressing flaws is the limitation period of three months for | lling complaints.

T TR Bl 7 Y T RIbrd a6l H=A B i 7 ot JHg-Ad g |

For a woman who has survived manipulation or coercion, recognising what happened and

gathering courage to report it often takes much longer.

o Ofga 4 o a1 ga1d T8T1 81, IS AU I8 GHSM SR RIS FH3A BT A6 e & SRR
Y HE! AP THI AT 5

In universities, where students spend several years under the same institutional roof,
realisation and evidence may emerge much later.

fayfaenaal §, ST8f & Ue g TRIM & aIdaRul | ds ay fadd &, G0l 3R qgd ol & 9gd
e B WA 3 9 5 |

Justice should not come with an expiry date.

T R AT 61 geR 81 g1 gl

The three-month rule only strengthens the confidence of perpetrators that their acts will fade
with time.

A HE 1 Fgw Pad RIUTT 1 I8 FIYTE ATed 1 § b THY sia & 1Y S pd
¢fecl TS e |

Equally troubling is the terminology.

I gt fedremes sififam & ygdd Rreqrach |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The accused is called a “respondent”, and not an “accused.”
Cal “respondent” ® ol STl %, “accused’ TTEI|
This small linguistic change dilutes the seriousness of the olJence.
G| T T8 BICT AT IGATd SIRTY 1 THfiReT B HF HR Sl g
Outside the workplace, the same conduct would constitute a crime.
PR I TR gl TR Uch STURTY HIHT ST
Why should the context of a college or office make it seem less grave?
@ Blcret 1 ST o1 Hao 39 &1 TR i fe@m?
Language matters.
YTYT A 3 5 |
By softening the label, the law normalises a violation that causes deep psychological trauma.
A9 I §epl SR, BT 3 Jeeio Pl WA ST ol @ Sif TexT AT Tard
gl g |
Vague definitions within the Act further shift the burden of proof onto the woman.
st o SRy ufeurand «f w1ed &1 a1 ofR i Afedr )R 81 S1d adl &

She must prove harassment within an institutional structure that is often hesitant, ill-equipped,
and risk-averse.

I ITS Bl T TR @i § Wi H1 GIel ¢ ot SRR feafean aran, s sik
W & g9 arem ST 8|

In most genuine cases, harassment is not a single act but a behavioural pattern.

HEIR IR HHd! § Il U Uhd U g! dfcp U SqagTi® de- giarg|
Yet, committees tend to dismiss complaints for lack of direct evidence.

R oft, ity ucaer wTor 35 At & SR W RGB! B WISt F= o1 ugfy &t 8

There should be ways to assess behavioural conduct through anonymous feedback or
corroborative testimony.

AGR BT AH T THATH Ulaferar a1 Iaded Targ & 1™ W d= & Ridb g alieU|
Since the accused already enjoys protection through a multi-member committee to ensure
impartiality, the same faith must extend to the committee’s ability to recognise circumstantial
evidence.

Hifep SRIUT I e YR H7 & g Ugd 4 3 Iguewita afifd &1 qR&1 U &,
gyfoe Ififa o uRfRufas=a |18 ggam+ & &mdt R a1 81 fayr g =g ul

Reading between the lines and acknowledging informal networks should be part of the
process.

Ufgaal & o9 g 8iR SFu=niYe® A¢

No clarity on inter-institutional complaints
HR-TRINTA RIBrrdl W) B Tger 181

The Act is also silent on inter-institutional complaints.

SR -HRIRTd fRrpradl W +ff A9 3
In academia, visiting faculty, research collaborations and conferences create multiple spaces
for interaction across institutions.

Qe a7 o, faffET e, RN @A SR WA YRIM! & a1 B3 TSR & Hdlg Rd
CEIGE]

When an accused person’s misconduct spans different campuses, there is no mechanism to
connect or pursue those cases jomt

I
9 3R BT RER fafta Suat %»—vna?n% A 3T TSR U1 Ygad T 3§11 B
aﬁé IR 51 5|
This absence allows repeat offenders to go unchecked.
T8 HH TR-GR 3WRTY PR 16l Bl 3T Acb-2Ih oIRY I8 el B
For a woman, lodging a complaint is itself a battle fought after an intense internal struggle.
et T & fRrT RIeTad 2ol e 1 U et wey & a1E 7<) TS weTS et

What follows, however, often turns into another ordeal.

Afb 5P 91 Ol BIdT 8, T8 SRR T 3R BT THET & Sl 2|

Page9

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Instead of relief, she faces procedural delays, institutional hesitation, and emotional fatigue.
m%ﬁm%m Ig ufshareres &<, TITTT fRafdarge 3R UIgATH® YHT &1 JEAT
G

The law also permits disciplinary action against complainants found to have filed “malicious”
complaints, which, though meant as a safeguard, ends up intimidating genuine victims.

H “gHIaATgul” RIPTad o B aa Risrrdadiedt & Raams HRars i s 3a1 3, S
IWET ] 8, Al et NSl o S BT HH FRaT 7|

The process, meant to deliver justice, often retraumatises them.

T & 1 Uik 81 3w P IR Y: TaTd Ug T o |

The digital evidence dilemma

fSforea wea ot gfaen

With technology reshaplng communication, harassment too has evolved.
AR P 9ad [T 3, 3R 38 e Iaie W 9T TR
Messages can vanish, photographs appear only once and chats are encrypted.

= T B Thd €, Wie! Rt U R s <d €, ¢fR Sy uf=pes gl 81

Expecting ICC members — often without legal or technical tralnlng — to interpret such
evidence is unrealistic.

ICC Fewl ¥, Wﬁﬁ%waﬂfﬁmaﬂaﬁmwﬁm T fefrea Tneat ot
R BT JTHIG BT HATTFTND & |

The law has not adapted to this dlgltal reallty

HI onft a3 fERred arafd®ar & sEu Tl g el

It must include updated definitions, clear protocols for handling digital evidence, and
mandatory training for committee members.

Y srgrad uRuTaTY, fefored wedt o uTem & forg s wieteia, SR afiifa wew! & forg
iferard ufRrgror 2nferer g1 =g

Women have long relied on informal networks to wam each other about unsafe individuals.
AIGETE S Y Teh-GaR D1 SRRT&( Afekidl & SR H et a & forg

R R E B

These whisper systems exist precisely because the formal mechanisms often failed them.

3 pUpATEE oF ST HING & ifd SNU=Re 0 s aR I [A%hd HR ad A

The POSH Act was a milestone when enacted in 2013, but a decade later, it needs
strengthening.

POSH AT 2013 & A 81 W U& Hg@qUl dHeH U, Al Th ax1h a1 49 Helqd (U
W B AT B |

It must incorporate clearer language, longer timelines, recognition of emotional and digital
abuse, and stronger investigative tools.

TR S WY UT, Telt FHITHT, UTa-Te® 3R f$forea Safis &t amadr, ik weigg
Sig SUBRT A g1 AR

Justice should not depend on the victim’s endurance or on the committee’s discretion.

I i Bt Fga=Ifea a1 afifa & fade R Rk 78 g anfeuy

It must be built into the structure of the law itself.

g B $I WXa | g1 Ffegd g gl

Until that happens, the protection promised by the POSH Act will remain more symbolic than
real.

g‘fﬂ%ﬁwqﬁm, POSH 3ififSam gRT faar mar TRemr ardfae @ 3ifie udidree® gl
|
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For Assam tea, erratic climate and
stagnant prices present a crisis

Tea thrives within narrow environmental parameters that were once abundant across the Brahmaputra valley; that is no longer true; rising mean and maximum

temperatures, shifts in rainfall seasonality, and the declining soil moisture now challel

the very foundation of tea cultivation in the region

. A

y November, as the festival
lights of Diwali fade and winter
approaches, Guwahati usually

enjoys cooler evenings, lower
humidity, and a calm that signals the
close of the tea-harvesting season. But in
recent years, this rhythm has grown
uncertain. Persistent heat, delayed
rainfall, and muggy air now linger well
past October, blurring the boundaries of
Assam’s once-distinct seasons.

For tea growers, these shifts from the
traditional climatic cycle aren’t just
uncomfortable: they’re existential.

The tea plant was introduced to Assam
in the 19th century and has since become
both a global commodity and the
economic lifeline for over 12 lakh workers,
many of them women. Yet its fragile
harmony with the local environment is
being tested.

Extended dry spells, abrupt
downpours, rising night-time
temperatures, and new pest patterns are
making tea yields increasingly
unpredictable. Farmers speak of
blackened leaves, wilting bushes, and
erratic flush cycles that defy long-trusted
weather cues.

“We have not seen such
weather-induced stress in 30 years,” Tea
Board advisor N.K. Bezbaruah said
recently, underscoring how climate
change is steadily eroding the ecological
and economic stability of the State’s tea
heartland.

Despite such hardships, tea prices have
barely kept pace with inflation. Auction
prices in India have reportedly grown by
only 4.8% annually in the last three
decades, versus 10% for staples like wheat
and rice. In real terms, returns to tea

A group of workers harvest a flush of tea leaves in Jorhat, Assam. GETTY IMAGES

remain close to 23-25° C. Rainfall
requirements are equally stringent,
averaging 1,500-2,500 mm per year,
distributed evenly to keep soils
consistently moist but well-drained. Tea
also prefers slightly acidic soils (pH
4.5-5.5) that are deep, friable, and rich in
organic matter — conditions once
abundant across the Brahmaputra valley.

Climate change is altering these
thresholds. Rising mean and maximum
temperatures, shifts in rainfall
seasonality, and declining soil moisture
now challenge the very foundation of tea
cultivation in the region.

One study by the Tea Research
Association and the Ethical Tea
Partnership modelled the future of
Assam’s tea under future climate
scenarios described by the UN

growers remain stagnant,
between climate shocks and rising costs
of wages, agrochemicals, energy, logistics,
and irrigation. Tea prices have turned
volatile and, despite short-lived
corrections, the long-term trend shows no
gainful improvement.

For Assam’s planters, this is a cruel
paradox: the weather grows harsher but
the market offers no reward for resilience.
Many estates now face shrinking margins
and ageing bushes, unable to reinvest in
climate-resilient varieties. The very
regions that power India’s $10 billion tea
economy now confront a future where
climate unpredictability threatens both
livelihoods and the legacy of one of the
world’s most popular beverages.

Growing tea
Tea thrives within narrow environmental
an annual temp range

of about 13° to 28° C, with optimal growth
occurring when mean temperatures

governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). Specifically, the
projections for Assam’s tea regions were
developed using Global Circulation
Models under the IPCC’s RCP 2.6 and RCP
4.5 scenarios.

The researchers combined 50 years of
historical climate data, including rainfall,
temperature, and bioclimatic variables,
with future climate grids generated by the
WorldClim database at a resolution of 1
km. Using the MaxEnt species distribution
model, they mapped the current
suitability of tea-growing regions and
predicted shifts by 2050.

They found that both minimum and
maximum temperatures are set to climb
across all regions, stressing plants and
reducing nutrient absorption.
Precipitation was projected to decline in
winter and pre-monsoon months —
critical for plant growth — while
increasing erratically during the
monsoon. Currently, South Bank, Upper

i o

The tea tribes that are the
backbone of the plantation
workforce represent a powerful
constituency. With elections due,
their concerns are likely to
feature prominently, turning the
tea gardens into a crucial arena
of livelihood and electoral debate

Assam, and Cachar enjoy “very good”
suitability for tea, but by 2050 these areas
could lose much of their advantage,
forcing tea cultivation to shift towards
higher altitudes like Karbi Anglong and
Dima Hasao.Flavour and aroma — the
hallmarks of premium Assam teas —
depend on precise climatic rhythms.
Erratic weather will thus disrupt this
delicate balance as well, threatening
global competitiveness.

The study also found that the average
minimum temperature in Assam had
risen by I° C in the last 90 years and that
the region also lost around 200 mm of
rainfall a year in this time.

Perhaps a more serious problem is the
increased incidence of new pests and
diseases attacking tea bushes. Extreme
heat above 35° C hampers tea plants’
ability to absorb nutrients, stunting leaf
growth and making the tea bushes
vulnerable to pests. Unlike the paddy
farmers of Punjab, the tea growers of
Assam receive little government aid when
drought or heat strikes.

Adapting to a warmer future

Tea growers, researchers, and
corporations have been encouraging
climate-resilient practices, such as
seed-grown varieties with deep taproots
alongside high-yield clones to strengthen

resilience to drought. Soil conservation
measures such as mulching, cover crops,
and organic amendments can help retain
moisture while agroforestry through
shade trees and companion crops can
moderate heat stress and reduce pest
pressure.

Innovations in water management,
including micro-irrigation, rainwater
harvesting, and drainage that mitigate
drought and flooding are equally
important.

Multistakeholder programmes such as
‘trustea’, the India Sustainable Tea Code,
are already contributing to a climate
resilient supply chain by verifying 1.4 lakh
small growers and reaching 6.5 lakh
workers through sustainable practices,
efficient water use, and integrated pest
management, thus building climate
resilience at scale.

Economic diversification into fruits and
spices,organic teas, fisheries and
livestock, tourism, and
direct-to-consumer trade can further
cushion the industry against climate risks.
The industry also needs policy support
that treats tea on par with other crops,
sustained investment in research, and
capacity building to secure the future.

The tea tribes that form the backbone
of Assam’s plantation workforce, also
represent a powerful political
constituency. With State elections due in
early 2026, their concerns over rising
costs, stagnant wages, and climate-driven
hardship are likely to feature prominently,
turning the State’s tea gardens into a
crucial arena of both livelihood and
electoral debate.

(Anurag Priyadarshi is non-executive
director, Rainforest Alliance, and former
director, sustainability, at Tata Consumer
Products. apriyadarshi2708@outlook.com)

For Assam tea, erratic climate and stagnant prices present a crisis

Y o} A & g, sifFafira srerarg ok fRIR F1ud ter Tohe Uxgd $dl &

Tea thrives within narrow environmental parameters that were once abundant across the

THE GIST

Tea is an economic lifeline for
over 12 lakh workers. But its
fragile harmony with the local
environment threatens their
livelihoods. Unpredictable
weather has left farmers with
blackened leaves, wilting
bushes, and erratic flush
cycles that defy long-trusted
weather cues

v

Tea prices are barely keeping
pace with inflation. Prices
have grown by only 4.8% over
three decades. In real terms,
returns remain stagnant, and
the long-term trend shows no
gainful improvement. For
planters, this is a cruel
paradox: the weather grows
harsher, but the market offers
no reward for resilience

v

Researchers used 50 years of
climate data with future grids
and found that by 2050,
present locations would be
unsuitable, forcing cultivation
to shift towards higher
altitudes. Flavour and aroma
depend on precise climatic
rhythms. Erratic weather
threatens competitiveness

Brahmaputra valley; that is no longer true; rising mean and maximum temperatures, shifts in
rainfall seasonality, and the declining soil moisture now challenge the very foundation of tea
cultivation in the region

T eI I H TR 77 7 e arelt o<t uaiarofig Sreit & wad-gerdt off; 3 T
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TE 8; Sgd 3Nd 3R Hfbar qqHF, aui & Jed § sear, sﬁwa—cﬂﬁg"raﬁqtﬂ&maaﬁ
TH R B TIF FAIRE

By November, as the festival lights of Diwali fade
and winter approaches, Guwahati usually enjoys
cooler evenings, lower humidity, and a calm that
signals the close of the tea-harvesting season. But
in recent years, this rhythm has grown uncertain.
Persistent heat, delayed rainfall, and muggy air now
linger well past October, blurring the boundaries of
Assam'’s once-distinct seasons.

FdeR T, OTd fearelt Bt AT HE USl ¢ SR wdf S : '
ST R, TTaTET A 3 IR W S T, wWﬁmﬁrsﬁ%a‘rmaﬁﬁ%W%aﬁ
®1 Yobd 3ol © | TR BTl b I8 A g o7 S 81 7 8 1 TR T, et o oiR 3 o
TR 1 N o1 et B, R orm % ot Ty AN ejerd U Y B
For tea growers, these shifts from the traditional climatic cycle aren’t just uncomfortable:
they’re existential.

I IAGH! & fo, TRURS AR T & I Faard Rt SrgfaeT Tg1 o: I i &1 dPbe ¢ |
The tea plant was introduced to Assam in the 19th century and has since become both a

global commodity and the economic lifeline for over 12 lakh workers, many of them women.
Yet its fragile harmony with the local environment is being tested.

1991 I T T & Ue B SRH T TR T AT 3R I W Tg Uh Ay I 3R 12 A |
3ifre yftrat (B @ s Afeemt §) @t 3nfifes Shaar s 72 | i 1t 5o g wafarur
F 1Y P Yo 31 Wfad 81 w1 2

Extended dry spells, abrupt downpours, rising night-time temperatures, and new pest
patterns are making tea yields increasingly unpredictable. Farmers speak of blackened
leaves, wilting bushes, and erratic flush cycles that defy long-trusted weather cues.

T b 37altl, S WIS SR, §ga U b AITHM IR T Pe Ged 7 & TR P
AT 971 3R B 1 fra 1al usd URY, TRea Uil 3R i afid vt bl ) a1 dRd § o
R AR S ) PR S R B

“We have not seen such weather-induced stress in 30 years,” Tea Board advisor N.K.
Bezbaruah said recently, underscoring how climate change is steadily eroding the ecological
and economic stability of the State’s tea heartland.

g frea 30 auf & U9 0 ST 9919 81 o, € SIS & GaRHR TH.&. SSawSTg A
B & ¥ e, U8 3id g b Siararg uRad= $a g & =g & B uifufae 3k snffe
R &1 &ffor HR @I B

Despite such hardships, tea prices have barely kept pace with inflation. Auction prices in
India have reportedly grown by only 4.8% annually in the last three decades, versus 10% for
staples like wheat and rice. In real terms, retums to tea growers remain stagnant, squeezed
between climate shocks and rising costs of wages, agrochemicals, energy, logistics, and
irrigation.

S HISATE! & SITS[E, T I HIH HETS P A1 A o] 3@ UTs § | HRd H e 4
fUsd & gue! 7 Rith 4.8% aifife o8 €, Siafe g 3R =g S 3F 10% §¢ | IRdfad &9
3, IR STEH] B HAE FRR 8, Rb STeTany ST AR Forgs, T, Shofl, Alfieas 3R
RS o Sedl @d 3 32 aa R 2|

Tea prices have turned volatile and, despite short-lived corrections, the long-term trend
shows no gainful improvement.

TR Pt HIAG ARR B TS & 3R SeUpIierd JURT & SIavle, SHdb1is S H dig aTHBRI
QR T fomr|

For Assam’s planters, this is a cruel paradox: the weather grows harsher but the market
offers no reward for resilience.

3 & AT [T & foIT I8 Teh FR fARIUTH 8: U FH3R gidl off 38T 8 R TR
GELGILE REECIE R A S | F T

Many estates now face shrinking margins and ageing bushes, unable to reinvest in climate-
resilient varieties.

&, ST 3fd Ted b 3R §¢ rell BT A R IR 8, AR Tearg-afesy fewt & grffaw
EHERE IR
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The very regions that power India’s $10 billion tea economy now confront a future where
climate unpredictability threatens both livelihoods and the legacy of one of the world’s most
popular beverages.

HRA 1 10 3RT STeR B1 A1 ScaRT Pl Heerd R dTet &7 37d T HidS T AIHAT B
gzﬂag mmﬁﬁmmmﬁﬁm%mmwﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ
|

Growing tea

I DI IfS

Tea thrives within narrow environmental parameters: an annual temperature range of about
13°C to 28°C, with optimal growth occurring when mean temperatures remain close to 23-
25°C.

TR YHR TIGRONT AT H Terdl! : dIftfe T TRTHT 13°C | 28°C 3R JakaH g 23-
25°C R gl 5

Rainfall requirements are equally stringent, averaging 1,500-2,500 mm per year, distributed
evenly to keep soils consistently moist but well-drained.

ot @t SHTaRgdHdr i HSt 8, WM 3 1,500-2,500 ey, St firdh &bt 71 Qfes st
ST aTelt ST X |
Tea also prefers slightly acidic soils (pH 4.5-5.5) that are deep, friable, and rich in organic
matter — conditions once abundant across the Brahmaputra valley.

IR 1 o] ST ST (pH 4.5-5.5) TG § Sl T8, YRURT SR PraHe vardl § R g —
3 fRyfcar St sergd ot § weR o
Climate change is altering these thresholds. Rising mean and maximum temperatures, shifts
in rainfall seasonality, and declining soil moisture now challenge the very foundation of tea
cultivation in the region.

Jdarg aRad- 1 TF®! &1 96d 361 & | Ted daHH, geadl aut 3R gedt gt &t 94t 7
I &I AN S R &

One study by the Tea Research Association and the Ethical Tea Partnership modelled

the future of Assam’s tea under climate scenarios described by the UN IPCC, specifically
RCP 2.6 and RCP 4.5.

& o Teifie= ok vfyea & urdRRAM & te 31eq97 3 QU IPCC & RCP 2.6 3R
RCP 4.5 URERl & YR WX 3H &1 91 &1 Yidsy Ared foar|

The researchers combined 50 years of historical climate data with future climate grids from
the WorldClim database and used the MaxEnt species distribution model to map current
suitability and predict shifts by 2050.

MBS 7 50 I & STAdR] Sl Bl WorldClim ScTed & Hiaw o g & Ay e
MaxEnt ASd gRT I JUGAIdT 3R 2050 TF & Saard &1 STHM T

They found minimum and maximum temperatures will rise, precipitation will decline in winter
and pre-monsoon, and monsoon rainfall will increase erratically.

5 U o6 =ad SR SifAGaH agHH deil, Fal 3R W-AeA & qui gei, Safe amgd o
auf 3fFafid T 3 9

Current "very good" regions like South Bank, Upper Assam, and Cachar may lose
suitability by 2050, forcing shifts to Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao.

AT “Fgd SUGHRT" &7 Ol WISY §F, 3(UR 3¥H, 3R HOR 2050 T 30T ST @
o &, Forr Wil el STeieT SR AT grai 1 $ers aret &1 b1 3R §¢ Hebel |

Flavour and aroma — the hallmarks of premium Assam teas — depend on precise climatic
rhythms; erratic weather threatens this delicate balance.

WM 3R iy — HfHaw SR I/ &t UgdH — Wi oiaarg o W ARk avd §; sifafia
AR 3 e &I TR B ST g |
The study also found the minimum temperature rose by 1°C and rainfall reduced by 200 mm
in the last 90 years.

SereH o ura T % fUse 90 aut o gHAdH A 1°C FeT iR ant 200 fandt g

Extreme heat above 35°C reduces nutrient absorption and increases pest attacks; Assam
tea growers receive little government aid unlike Punjab’s paddy farmers.
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35°C q 31 1 T v Il & 3TNV B UeTdl § 3R Pie gHA Il 8; 3H & I
Rl ! UoTe & Y fhaHl & TRE WBR! gl Tai (|

Adapting to a warmer future

o gra wfawr & firg srge=

Tea growers, researchers, and corporations encourage climate-resilient practices, such as
seed-grown deep-root varieties and high-yield clones.

A IAIGH, TNl AR ST Tearg-afgw] waTsi & geral <d €, o Tt o arelt
-3 fred 3R I SATGH T |

Soil conservation measures — mulching, cover crops, organic amendments — help retain
moisture; agroforestry moderates heat and reduces pests.

ore} TREUT — AT, FaR e, A TR — FH §1T @ 2, TR e wereh ok
Fe a1 BH A 31

Innovations in water management like micro-irrigation and rainwater harvesting reduce
drought and floods.

TARHI-SRARA 3R N o T8 ST ST UefeH FaraR G 3R §16 G| &l &H & g |
Multistakeholder programmes like Trustea and the India Sustainable Tea Code support
climate resilience, covering 1.4 lakh growers and 6.5 lakh workers.

e ok g%ma@ﬁaaa"rm%@ HRIHH 1.4 ARI SATGHI 3R 6.5 AR HAB B
M HR TATR-HdGARIAN FGT B ¢ |

Economic diversification into fruits, spices, organic teas, fisheries, livestock, tourism, and
direct-to-consumer trade helps cushion climate risks.

Tl, AT, S ), T UTe, UR[UTE, Tded SR SuMladl-ude SR H i
el STeraTg SR @ TR 2 |
The industry needs policy support, more research investment, and capacity building.

I ! ifara gwefa, 3ifie <y Raw 3R e Rafor Bt saasdr 2|

Tea tribes, the backbone of Assam’s plantation workforce, form a crucial electoral
constituency; elections in 2026 may highlight issues of rising costs, stagnant wages, and
climate hardship.

R ST, 3RH & SETHI &t g, U Hgayul gAmdl a7 §; 2026 & g6 B dgal arTd,
fRR 3 3R SeTarg HSTal T 42, o T B
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Why did Hayli Gubbi erupt now?
§ oo

A: Hayli Gubbi is a shield
volcano in Afar, Ethiopia,
and a member of the
Erta Ale Range. It’s
located at the edge of
the East African Rift
where the African and
Arabian plates are slowly pulling apart. A
shield volcano is a broad, gently sloping
volcano that consists of many thin, fluid
lava flows. Its eruptions are typically less
explosive so the lava spreads out wide
like a warrior’s shield — and so the
name.

Geological studies have shown that Hayli
Gubbi is built mainly from dark basaltic
lavas but also contains more silica-rich
rocks like trachytes and rhyolites. These
lighter magmas can trap more dissolved

gases, so when they rise, they’re more This photo released by the Afar Government
likely to erupt explosively and throw ash Communication Bureau shows ash billowing from
high into the atmosphere. That’s what the long-dormant Hayli Gubbi volcano in
happened on November 23. Ethiopia. AP

But why did it erupt now after at least

12,000 years of quiet? While it's early Because the volcano is remote and

days, scientists believe the answer lies poorly monitored, scientists are still
deep under the rift. As the tectonic analysing satellite images and ash
plates move apart, hot mantle rock rises samples, so their explanations are

and partially melts, feeding magmainto  provisional and may change as new data
shallow chambers beneath the volcano. becomes available.

Over millennia, this magma can slowly
build up and pressurise the rocks above

it.

At some point, faulting or cracking of the For feedback and suggestions
crust will open a path to the surface, for ‘Science’, please write to
allowing the pressurised, gas-rich science@thehindu.co.in
magma to rise quickly and the dissolved with the subject ‘Daily page’
gases to expand into bubbles.

Hayli Gubbi Volcano

2ol el sarermyE

Hayli Gubbi is a shield volcano in Afar, Ethiopia, and a member of the Erta Ale Range.
Hayli Gubbi eTd SaTArgE § STt 3R, sRaftar & fRa § ok vef wa 39 &1 R g

It's located at the edge of the East African Rift where the African and Arabian plates are

slowly pulling apart.

u's'gyw pie RRUE & fb-R A § T srptest 3R 3RE e dR-IR ofe 81 @1 5 |

A shield volcano is a broad, gently sloping volcano that consists of many thin, fluid lava flows.
TS ST U A1ST, §eb! Gal aTal SaTamge giaT 8, STt udah 3R S8 arelt afrar yrsft &
G

Its eruptions are typically less explosive, so the lava spreads out wide like a warrior’s shield
— and so the name.

3% faTpie AR IR HH faThie® 8Id §, 3TN of1aT X acb thaldl & 3R Tigl B1 aTa St
fargdr & — =3 RO 3HHBT 4 US|
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e Geological studies have shown that Hayli Gubbi is built mainly
from dark basaltic lavas but also contains more silica-rich
rocks like trachytes and rhyolites.

YIRS 3eag=t § UdT 9l @ b gt el Ja: e auifee
% A9 I 51 &, Al 391 FITIT-I s gg oI ¢ase
IR Rdiarge +f Hive g

e These lighter magmas can trap more dissolved gases, so
when they rise, they’re more likely to erupt explosively and
throw ash high into the atmosphere.

A g AT A g A 1 AT Gobd B, 3TN o1 T FW
334 & dl 39 faepled diid | Wea 3R IR &I argHsa H

FWR dP b &I GHIGHT §¢ Sl B |

e That's what happened on November 23.
23 &R &I Tg! gl

o Butwhy did it erupt now after at least 12,000 years of quiet?
dfd 12,000 au?a%mﬁ%aﬁug 3{d I BeT?

o While it’s early days, scientists believe the answer lies deep
under the rift.
BTl 3l e ez §, IS AHd © fb 39T 3R Rue & TTevrs A fur g1

e As the tectonic plates move apart, hot mantle rock rises and partially melts, feeding magma
into shallow chambers beneath the volcano.
T g I W AT Bil ], TRH Hed ggM S| 3o 8 3R 31ife Fu 3 faae
ST & < fRyd A weff @ R |

e Over millennia, this magma can slowly build up and pressurise the rocks above it.
BOR! N H I8 BT ST iR SR B IgHI R Ga1d o1 Jhal g |

e At some point, faulting or cracking of the crust will open a path to the surface, allowing the
pressurised, gas-rich magma to rise quickly and the dissolved gases to expand into bubbles.
et Ty WR, Yl 9 IR § GRI TT Biee - I Tdg b IR G S ¢, Foras gragad,
-G A1 Aol ¥ HWR 351 8 3R ol 1 gaga s Baat g

o Because the volcano is remote and poorly monitored, scientists are still analysing satellite
images and ash samples, so their explanations are provisional and may change as new data
becomes available.
Ffh I8 STy g 3R 0 fART- aren 3, e sndt oft Suwrg fermr 3R g & At
BT LT FR TG 8, FUMY I WHIHRU YRS § 3R T ST F 31 |R ded qdhd g |
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International Relations

India took up detention of citizen with China: MEA

YRA = 91 & 1Y AFRS B fgRrad &1 gg1 Ioar: fad= warea

Arunachal Pradesh is an integral and inalienable part of India: MEA

SRPUTEA TSR YR BT SfHA 3R sifede e 8: fagw e

5. | Trump-MbS summit — $1 trillion among friends

¢U-Tneied ReR awad — gl & ot $1 feferas

Amnesty International accuses RSF of committing war crimes

THAR! ST 3 RSF UR G5 SURTY HA BT SRIY T

Jihadist attacks fuel record hunger in Nigeria’s volatile north: UN agency

ATgSNAT & 3T SR A orgTdl gaal 9 Ravls y@: |@gad g Toidt
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Decoding personality rights in the age of Al
CS I1:Polity TN

ecently, actors
Abhishek Bachchan
and Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan filed a
lawsuit against Google and
YouTube in the Delhi High Court.
They alleged that Al-generated
videos portraying them in
fictitious and often explicit
scenarios infringe upon their
personality rights, resulting in

reputational and financial damage.

They sought compensation, but
also safeguards to prevent such
content from being used to train
future Al models.

This case highlights how Al
blurs the lines between
authenticity and deception,
prompting us to reassess the legal
and ethical frameworks governing
personality rights. Personality
rights, which include the right to
control one’s name, image,
likeness, voice, and other
identifiers of identity, have long
been a bulwark against
unauthorised exploitation. Rooted
in concepts of privacy, dignity,
and economic autonomy, these
rights evolved from common law
principles to address commercial
exploitation. However, the
emergence of Al, particularly in
the form of generative
technologies such as deepfakes,

has amplified these vulnerabilities.

Deepfakes, Al-generated content
that swap faces or voices,
propagate misinformation, enable
extortion, and erode trust. While
Al fosters innovation, its
unchecked use risks
commodifying human identity,
demanding legal safeguards.

The legal mosaic

Globally, personality rights differ:
Europe adopts a dignity-based
model, the U.S. a property-based
one, and India a hybrid approach.
In India, these rights lack
codification and stem from Article
21 of the Constitution, affirmed in
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of
India (2017). Courts have since
classified Al infringements as
privacy or intellectual property
breaches. Landmark cases include
Amitabh Bachchan v. Rajat Nagi

(|

Madhavi

Ravikumar

Assistant Professor,
Department of
Communication
University of
Hyderabad

India needs
legislation that
explicitly defines
personality
rights and
enforces Al
watermarking,
platform
liability, and
global
collaboration

(2022), which recognised
personality rights; Anil Kapoor v.
Simply Life India (2023), where Al
reproductions of Mr. Kapoor’s
identity and his catchphrase
“Jhakaas” were banned for
diluting brand value; and Arijit
Singh v. Codible Ventures LLP
(2024), where the Bombay High
Court protected Mr. Singh’s voice
from Al replication. These indicate
a judicial shift towards a
privacy-property hybrid. Yet,
India’s framework remains
reactive. While the Information
Technology Act, 2000, and the
2024 Intermediary Guidelines
address impersonation and
deepfakes, enforcement is
hindered by anonymity and
cross-border data sharing.

In the U.S., personality rights
are often referred to as the ‘right
of publicity’, a transferable
property interest that varies by
state. Haelan Laboratories v. Topps
Chewing Gum (1953) recognised
this right as distinct from privacy,
allowing celebrities to monetise
their identity. Al-related reforms
include Tennessee’s ELVIS Act,
2024, banning unauthorised Al
use of voices or likenesses in
response to deepfakes. Lawsuits
against Character.Al alleged that
its chat bots encouraged
self-harm, leading to teen suicides.
A 2024 Florida case claims the bot
posed as a therapist, fostering
detachment from reality. A federal
judge dismissed Character.Al's
First Amendment defence.

In the EU, personality rights
follow a dignity-based model
under the General Data Protection
Regulation, 2016, which requires
consent for processing personal
and biometric data. The EU Al
Act, 2024, designates deepfake
technologies as high-risk,
mandating transparency and
labelling.

In China, a 2024 Beijing
Internet Court ruling held that
synthetic voices must not deceive
consumers, indicating stricter
regulation. In a related case, a
voice actor won damages after an
Al replica was sold without
consent, affirming voice as part of

Decoding personality rights in the age of Al

T3S & YU A Afdad fUsRT $1 ud @rern

Al, Celebrity Rights and the Legal Challenge

T3S,

personality rights.

This fragmented global
framework exposes how Al’s
transnational nature surpasses
national laws. In ‘Al Ethics and
Creators’ Feelings: Extended
Personality Rights as (Property)
Rights to Object’, published in the
Social Science Research Network
(2025), Guido Westkamp et al
advocate expanding rights to
encompass style and persona
appropriations to protect creators
from AI's exploitative data use.

The human-Al nexus

Scholarly discussions on
personality rights in Al centre on
ethics, dignity, and autonomy.
UNESCO’s Recommendation on
the Ethics of Al 2021, provides a
rights-based framework. Its
principles stress that Al must not
exploit individuals. In
‘Safeguarding identity: A
comprehensive survey of
anonymization strategies for
behavioural data;” Aldrich, S.T.,
and Smith, K.R. (2024) critique
India’s fragmented laws, calling for
statutory Al definitions and
high-risk classifications for
deepfakes used in disinformation.
They raise ethical issues such as Al
recreations of deceased artists,
noting that Indian courts deem
personality rights non-heritable.
Broader scholarship, including
“The Ethics and Challenges of
Legal Personhood for AT’ by
Forrest, K. B. (2023), in The Yale
Law Journal, warns that granting
Al legal status may erode human
rights. Al's duality is clear:
technologies like ChatGPT expand
creativity but also enable harm.
However, excessive regulation
could stifle innovation.

These controversies expose
systemic gaps. India needs
legislation that explicitly defines
personality rights and enforces Al
watermarking, platform liability,
and global collaboration. The
government’s 2024 deepfake
advisory is a preliminary step, but
stronger measures are essential.
International harmonisation
through UNESCO principles could
avert ethical deterioration.

o Recently, actors Abhishek Bachchan and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan filed a lawsuit against
Google and YouTube in the Delhi High Court.

BTt €t & Sifiar e T= ok Yt I == A el S= =amarer & 1pTe ofR gegd &
& HebaT o foban|
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They alleged that Al-generated videos portraying them in fictitious and often explicit
scenarios infringe upon their personality rights, resulting in reputational and financial
damage.

ITH SR T o gamd-fAffa difgan, o 3% Sreae SR #F IR arefta fRufel &
faama 8, 3% qRferdt Igey &1 e HRd ¢ SR 39! ufasT 9 faxia g1 gkt 8 |

They sought compensation, but also safeguards to prevent such content from being used to
train future Al models.

el afagfel ot i @1, T & ufasy & T Hee B ges drsed F Ui ¥ STAT R 9
RJep b foTy JR& Iurd i Al |
This case highlights how Al blurs the lines between authenticity and deception.

g A faard ¢ fob wang arafadar ofik €@ & oia &1 3@ &1 ) §udl HR odl 5 |

Personality rights include control over one’s name, image, likeness, voice, and other
identifiers of identity.

TR Mgy faa & AT, B, THHGT, STaTe 3R UgdH & 3 Il IR a0 nfia
CEGE

These rights evolved to prevent unauthorised exploitation, rooted in privacy, dignity, and
economic autonomy.

g%m??amﬁwﬁﬁwaﬁﬁﬁ$mfa$ﬁra§q S g, TRET 3R e adar
|

Al, especially deepfakes, amplifies vulnerabilities by enabling impersonation, misinformation
and extortion.

T3TS, faRiva Sratherd, UfaReyul, YT I 3R STE! B WHA TR 3 HHSING! Bl
CEGIE]
Unchecked Al use risks commodifying human identity, demanding urgent legal safeguards.
&rﬁaﬁt-r%q&é O1d Ugd &1 g | 950 &1 Tkl 91 ol 7, fords fag S QR
HIaID 7

The legal mosaic

Gl

Globally, personality rights differ: Europe follows a dignity-based model, the U.S. a
property -based model, and Indla a hybrid model.
uﬁﬁz"rm&mﬂ - TR TIfvT smenfyd Aisd, smifeT "ufy serfya uis,
YR TTETS Wi U 2|
In India, these rights derive from Article 21 and were affirmed in Puttaswamy (2017).
YRA § 3 SRR 3redg 21 I IUF BId & SR GEEarH (2017) F g &1 778 ot
Courts classify Al violations as privacy breaches or intellectual property violations.
S1ETAd TSNS Seaeml ol Tu-Tadl a1 afsd Huer Jeaae & %0 H aad! & |
Important Indian cases include Amitabh Bachchan (2022) protectlng his personality rights.
%Wuﬂ‘cﬁumm—ﬁﬁarﬁmuaaq(zozz)mﬁa% b TEATICT SHIBRT BT &M
I

In Anil Kapoor (2023), Al reproductions of his face and voice, including “Jhakaas”, were
banned.

ST FYR (2023) T I IGR, A 3R “FHT” ST SHfiyaafdadl & Tamg IuanT R
Ticsiey ST 7T |

In Arijit Singh (2024), the Bombay High Court protected his voice from Al replication.
3ot fRig (2024) T S 8T8 BIC A ST AT B T3S Adhd o JRIed fa

Despite this, India’s framework remains reactive, not preventive.

TP JTac[G, YR HI a1 HfafspareT® g, 7 fo Ay semid|

The IT Act 2000 and 2024 Intermediary Guidelines address impersonation and deepfakes,
but enforcement struggles due to anonymity and cross-border data.

TS T 2000 37R 2024 SRHTTI MESATEY UfeR=UUr 3R Suthay &1 J&Ifd Hd g,
AT T 3R THI-UR el & BRUT Yddd Hid 8

In the U.S., personality rights are known as the “right of publicity”, treated as transferable
property.
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AR B At Mgy o “IUge TE Ui F81 o & 3R 3 U Bt ave RHaRa
forT o1 ¥&d B
The landmark Haelan Laboratories (1953) case recognised commercialization of celebrity
identity.

B AdIREIST (1953) AT A VST UgaM & ATGURIGRUN B A=l 1|
Tennessee’s ELVIS Act, 2024 bans unauthorised Al use of voices and likenesses.
R &1 Uiy Uae, 2024 3MTAT 3R UgAH & SFIIGd TS IUANT BT Ufasferd FHrar g1

Lawsuits against Character.Al allege its bots caused self-harm or created therapy-like
relationships.

PIFEI.TIME & RIATE aveHl | SR AR T fob ST dicd A M-8 HRals a1 SUAR
SR T Ser @

A federal judge dismissed their First Amendment defence.

U T Iranefier 3 39 YYH MY §919 ol @RS R |

Global Legal Approaches to Al and Personalitg Rights

T3S 3R

qGCH &

In the EU, personality rights follow a dignity-based model under the General Data

Protection Regulation, 2016, which requires consent for processing personal and biometric

data.

39 & Aot ey nivar-enenfa Aisd &1 Ure #Rd € SR 9k SeT WMeaRM WavH,

2016 & T8d G 3R TARRCH ST P THHRUT & o Tgafd Smaxas® git g |

The EU Al Act, 2024, designates deepfake technologies as high-risk, mandating

transparency and labelling.

£ 7 T, 2024 B AT ) TSR A v & oK TReRfar 7 e
FRAT G

In China, a 2024 Beijing Internet Court ruling held that synthetic voices must not deceive

consumers, indicating stricter regulation.

A 1 2024 AR Fexe PIE & T B I FaT 5 RIARF S Suiaarsht 1 TR T

B Tobdl, Sl B Fam B geiar

In a related case, a voice actor won damages after an Al replica was sold without consent,
affirming voice as part of personality rights.

UH Gid AHc § T a9 TaeR &l &fayf et 59 31a! wais ufaepfa fomm Jgufa o< 7,
fOrTRY SHTaTet o) TRfAferet Mgey o fgwam A |

This fragmented global framework exposes how Al’s transnational nature surpasses
national laws.

éﬁﬁ@ﬂ@@ﬂé@ﬂiﬂﬂfﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂwwuﬁﬂgﬁmﬁmﬁwm
|

In ‘Al Ethics and Creators’ Feelings: Extended Personality Rights as (Property) Rights
to Object’ (2025), Guido Westkamp et al advocate expanding rights to encompass style and
persona appropriations to protect creators from Al’s exploitative data use.

TITS TFART TS Fpuew wiftiv: TReSs W w5y U (wiudh) Wgew ¢ sifsaiae’
(2025) ® Guido Westkamp an%ﬁmw@aﬁqaﬁ%@wwmﬂ@aaﬁ%m
SHABHRT oI TeTgd 3NR T I de™ BT g & 3|

The human—Aj nexus
HI-T3ATS Ty

Scholarly discussions on personality rights in AI centre on ethics, dignity, and autonomy.

T3S H TAferdt Igey W fagd =g 3 <@ R Hiad 2
UNESCO’s Recommendation on the Ethics of Al, 2021, provides a rights-based
framework.

TAD! 9t w3 Afaear weeht RIwifear, 2021, T freR-3meTia = UgH a8
Its principles stress that Al must not exploit individuals.

T Rigid 39 91d W 9k 34 & [ e sufdad! &1 giwor 78] &= Il
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In ‘Safeguarding identity’ (2024), Aldrich S.T. and Smith K.R. critique India’s fragmented
laws, calling for statutory Al definitions and high-risk classifications for deepfakes used in
disinformation.

QHMTST 3mgafedy (2024) F Aldrich S.T. 3R Smith K.R. 7 YRd & faRaR S BT 1are-T
ﬁﬁ%?gﬁw&wﬁamwﬁﬂw@ﬁaﬁ@uﬁ%%uﬁm
Fiffewor &) A B

They raise ethical concerns regarding Al recreations of deceased artists, noting Indian
courts deem personality rights non-heritable.

J Yd PATHR] B TITE TAea-re R fdw Ridn Ia1d € iR Fard € for YR srered
RISt Wged & SfaRTaa gy A B |

Broader scholarship, including ‘The Ethics and Challenges of Legal Personhood for Al’
(2023), warns that granting Al le aI status may erode human rights.

, oY ‘g ufyeq Us TP ANTe UH-gS WIR TSATS’ (2023), AdMaT 3l &
ﬁ?wﬁﬁm‘ﬂf%muﬂaaﬁmﬁmwwél
Al's duality is evident: technologies like ChatGPT expand creativity but also enable harm.
T3S B SIE UHTd WY : ChatGPT ST ddh-iics Tl Sgkil €, b g of e
FRA g
However, excessive regulation could stifle innovation.
BTdifh S T TaTaR &I a1 HR Thdl ¢ |
These controversies expose systemlc gaps.

3 faare yumefid @it ol SOPR #d g

India needs legislation that explicitly defines personality rights and enforces Al
watermarking, platform liability, and global collaboration.

YR DI T B B! TR ¢ ol WY T J YIS Mg B! yRUINT X 3R T3S
qieaTP, Wﬁﬁiﬁﬁlﬂaﬁvmmﬂaﬁmﬁ|

The government’s 2024 deepfake advisory is a preliminary step, but stronger measures are
essential.

WHR DI 2024 SUBS JaATE TRMNS Had 7, At Aolgd SUTT TS & |
International harmonisation through UNESCO principles could avert ethical deterioration.

TAw! Rysidl & Tem @ SRS ARy Afdes fRiae &1 A% qadT 3

| Governance [ 2611172025
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What is the row over selecting
Head of Police Force in T.N.?

What are the Supreme Court’s guidelines on appointing a Director-General of Police/Head of Police Force?

S. Vijay Kumar

The story so far:
amil Nadu has found itself in
the middle of a controversy
over the appointment of a
regular Director-General of
Police/Head of Police Force (DGP/HoPF).
For the first time in recent years, the State
was unable to appoint a regular police
chief in time to succeed the outgoing
DGP. G. Venkatraman, a 1994-batch IPS
officer ranked sixth in seniority, has been
appointed as the in-charge DGP.

‘What has the government said?
Although the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) had finalised a panel
of three senior DGP-rank officers from the
list forwarded by the State, the Tamil
Nadu government rejected the panel,
stating that the shortlisted officers were
“not acceptable”. Tamil Nadu Law
Minister S. Regupathy issued a statement

accusing the Centre and the UPSC of
disregarding the State’s views and
selecting officers of their choice.
Meanwhile, two contempt petitions have
been filed against Chief Secretary N.
Muruganandam for allegedly violating the
Supreme Court’s guidelines.

What are the SC guidelines?

In Prakash Singh versus Union of India
(2006), the Supreme Court laid down
detailed guidelines for the selection of
State DGPs/HoPF. The Court mandated
that, “The DGP of the State shall be
selected by the State Government from
amongst the three seniormost officers of
the department who have been
empanelled for promotion to that rank by
the UPSC, on the basis of their length of
service, very good record, and range of
experience for heading the police force.”
It further ruled that the selected officer
must be granted a minimum tenure of
two years, irrespective of their date of

superannuation. State governments are
required to send proposals to the UPSC at
least three months before the anticipated
vacancy of the DGP, outlining the eligible
officers to be considered for the post.
However, Tamil Nadu did not follow this
timeline. The then incumbent DGP,
Shankar Jiwal, retired on August 30, 2025,
which meant the State should have
forwarded its list by June. Instead, the
proposal was submitted to the UPSC only
on August 29, 2025.

‘What is the contempt plea about?
After advocate Henri Tiphagne moved the
top Court alleging that the State
Government had committed contempt by
appointing an in-charge DGP, the Chief
Secretary informed the Court that a
regular appointment was delayed because
one of the eligible officers had
approached the Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) seeking inclusion of his
name in the panel. The CAT dismissed his

application on April 30, 2025. While
disposing of the contempt plea, a Bench
headed by the Chief Justice of India
requested the UPSC to consider the
matter “expeditiously” and directed that,
once the UPSC’s recommendations were
received, the State Government must take
steps “forthwith” to appoint a DGP.

Following this direction, the UPSC
convened an Empanelment Committee
Meeting on September 26, 2025, with the
‘Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary. It emerged
through reliable sources that the State
had withdrawn the integrity certificate of
one officer and expressed its
unwillingness to empanel three other
officers for undisclosed reasons. Despite
this, the UPSC shortlisted the senior-most
DGP-rank officers, and forwarded its
recommendations to the State. However,
Tamil Nadu raised objections by writing
to the UPSC to express its concerns about
the inclusion of officers it deemed
“unacceptable” and indicating a
preference for another meeting. The
'UPSC responded swiftly, stating that its
earlier decision would stand.

‘What is the current status?

Petitioner Kishore Krishnaswamy filed a
case against the State, alleging wilful
contempt for appointing an in-charge
DGP and withholding the appointment of
a candidate from the panel of three IPS
officers. The top Court has sought the
State’s response within three weeks.

What is the row over selecting the Head of Police Force in T.N.?

aftraTg 9 fer 99 & U & T9- @1 dd) /1 faaTe 82

Tamil Nadu DGP Appointment Issue

affraTg DGP fAgfa faare

e Tamil Nadu has found itself in the middle of a controversy over the appointment of a regular
Director-General of Police/Head of Police Force (DGP/HoPF).

ANTS Ge P! T fadre & s urar & o Fafia srRees o= 31w gferigs e
qferT Wik (DGP/HoPF) &t Rgfad e g |

o For the first time in recent years, the State was unable to appoint a regular police chief in time
to succeed the outgoing DGP.

B & g8 | Ugdl! 9R, 9 IHY R fFafia gfiery v fged e | Srawd 8T off eried
B aTt DGP &1 ®IF o as |

¢ G. Venkatraman, a 1994-batch IPS officer ranked sixth in seniority, has been appointed as
the in-charge DGP.

oft, dpHUT, ) 1994 T F IPS SHRIBRI § 3R INFAT T TS VM W §, P! $71-9151 DGP
frgad foran m g1

What has the government said?
PR A T BT 372

THE GIST

v

In Prakash Singh versus Union
of Indiia (20086), the Supreme
Court laid down detailed
guidelines for the selection of
State DGPs/HoPF.

v

State governments are
required to send proposals to
the UPSC at least three months
before the anticipated vacancy
of the DGP, outlining the
eligible officers to be
considered for the post.

v

The UPSC convened an
Empanelment Committee
Meeting on September 26,
2025, with the Tamil Nadu
Chief Secretary.

e  Although the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) had finalised a panel of three
senior DGP-rank officers, the Tamil Nadu government rejected the panel saying the
shortlisted officers were “not acceptable”.
BT UPSC A i aRE DGP & Sifa1Ral ot Od &1 sifad = faar o1, afieHrg WaR A
70 Pl SREHR R T SR Fel fob T3 Y SRy Tt A8 §1

o Tamil Nadu Law Minister S. Regupathy accused the Centre and UPSC of disregarding the
State’s views.

ARG HIA w3l TH. WU A &5 3R UPSC IR 5T &I I B 3FCE! B BT HRIT

T

o Two contempt petitions have been filed against Chief Secretary N. Muruganandam for
allegedly violating the Supreme Court’s guidelines.
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S Ifd G GTHGH o RadTh YotH Dic o Gu-Fd=il & oo o forg < sraAr=
IRISTE TR B 7T ¢ |

What are the SC guidelines?

T H1E & RanfFdmrwn g2

In Prakash Singh vs. Union of India (2006), the Supreme Court laid down guidelines for the
selection 'of State DGPsl_HoPF. ]

YT Rig I9TH URd T (2006) T LT DI A 59 DGP/HOPF &1 Fyfad & fezn-FHew aa
cay

The Court mandated selection from among the three seniormost officers empanelled by
UPSC, based on service length, record, and experience.

®IE 7 UPSC gRT daR fF afvgaw SiftretRay & 3 Jar 3iafd), Reaprs 3R 3ua & SR W
TG SffFard o

The selected officer must get a minimum tenure of two years, even if retiring earlier.

T HBR) B g &) 9 BT Frdwra Na 91ide, 4 & 98 Ugd Jai-gd 81 @1 8l
State governments must send proposals to UPSC three months before the anticipated
vacancy.

o BRI 1 FHTId Rfckd T @ A8 Ugat UPSC B UdTd Hei1 A1 |

Tamil Nadu did not follow the timeline and sent its proposal only on August 29, 2025, even
though the DGP retired on August 30, 2025.

TG = THT-HTHT T UTe ! fohar 3R 29 3R 2025 B U Heofl, Safds DGP 30

3R 2025 &1 YT U

What is the contempt plea about?

STHIAT gt fpa aR # 22

Advocate Henri Tiphagne alleged contempt as the State appointed an in-charge DGP
instead of a regular one.

feuBgne 7 SIRIT @R o6 5 A Fafia Agfad #=A & g g9-91St DGP
e PP SIGHFAT I ]
The Chief Secretary told the Court that delay occurred because an eligible officer had
approached the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT).
T A A B B gddl [ ol 3T g5 i U I SAAGRI 4 CAT H 3fTde fosar ol
The CAT dismissed his application on April 30, 2025.

CAT 3 3T 3M1de 30 2025 P TR IR fear|

The Supreme Court asked UPSC to proceed expeditiously and told the State to appoint a
DGP forthwith after receiving recommendations.

T ¢ A UPSC 3 itear § FRars w3 3R I 3 Rl firad 8 gia i oA &
Dol

UPSC held a meeting on September 26, 2025 with the Chief Secretary.
UPSC A 26 fRIdaR 2025 & T IfUd & AU 96 &

The State withdrew the integrity certificate of one officer and opposed three others.

I 7 T ISR o7 5 Afefhdpe amug foran ok & o siftreiieat o1 faviey farar|
Despite this, UPSC shortlisted the senior-most DGP-rank officers.

T9% I199g UPSC 3 akEad DGP Y& Siftreiial o SR |

Tamil Nadu objected again and sought another meeting.

AETE A R TRy ST $iR U SR 96 &1 A i

UPSC responded saying its earlier decision would stand.

UPSC = STa1d faar fos 39eT gd fofa irt 3@ |

What is the current status?

g fRAUfa = 32
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o Petitioner Kishore Krishnaswamy filed a case alleging wilful contempt for appointing an in-
charge DGP instead of selecting from the panel.

PRIk PoRandt A 09 § ¥ 997 7 IR 916 DGP R 337 R AFggiax
SGHTAT $T HRIY TG §T AT SRR b |

e The Supreme Court has sought the State’s response within three weeks.

i B1e A T § A Twarg & iR Sae wrm B |

International Relations

26/11/2025

India took up
detention of
citizen with
China: MEA

GS II: IR: India-China ]

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A day after an Indian citi-
zen from Arunachal Pra-
desh was detained at the
Shanghai international air-
port as Chinese officials re-
fused to recognise her In-
dian passport, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said
India had taken up the case
with the Chinese authori-
ties “strongly™.

“Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral and inalienable
part of India. No amount of
denial by the Chinese side
is going to change this in-
disputable reality,” he said
after a Chinese official said
the woman was treated as
per Chinese laws.

India took ug;detention of citizen with China: MEA

WRA 3 919 & A1y AR @t fgrera @1 gey Sorarn: fadw
T

¢ India took up detention of citizen with

China: MEA

HRA = 9 & I ARTRS b FoxTad Bl IS/ fae= ey

¢ A day after an Indian citizen from Arunachal Pradesh was detained
at the

Shanghai international airport as Chinese officials refused to
recognise her Indian passport, Ministry of

External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said

India had taken up the case

with the Chinese authorities “strongly”.

U W= Bt U YR ARRS Pl

TS 3 Balseig R fivmd § o 91 & U i a1, it
EBi| [ IHP YR GIAUIE &1 HIRIAT o J STBR R fea1
o, fag=r HaTer & Uaadn ¥R aaTe 3 w1 6

YR = Ig JH

T sifmiial & Ty 3@' e Ie[An %I “‘Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral and inalienable

part of India. No amount of denial by the Chinese side is going to
change this indisputable reality,” he said after a Chinese official said
The woman was treated as per Chinese laws.

“IBUITIA US=T YRd &I 3ige 3R Sfursy fewa g1 I+ v gra
fope Hft I9PR B forT W, I8 SREE U sgaq i1 el 8" S
DT, O U Il SHYDRT = BT fob ARGl o 1Y =il BT H3HTIR
dgR foar man|

¢ She also reiterated China’s claims over Arunachal Pradesh, which it
calls Zangnan or South Tibet.

ITH STV Y TR 1 & 24 1 arerdr, R 98 ST a1 gféror frsad sear |
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Trump-MbS summit — $1 trillion among friends

s adrenaline-high at the
Saudi-American Summit last week
demonstrated, the 80-year-old bilateral
alliance remains perhaps the oldest
transactional deal still going strong. It predates
the establishment of post-Second World War
global architectures such as the United Nations,
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and the Bretton Woods Institutions. It was
conceived as a secret “oil-for-security” strategic
partnership signed on Valentine’s Day 1945
between U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rehman al-Saud on
the USS Quincy in the Suez Canal Area. Originally
intended to last 60 years, it was renewed in 2005.
Thanks to the exceptional amity between U.S.
President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (MbS), this arrangement
is currently being reset to the new domains of
strategic cooperation, with the potential to
anchor bilateral, regional and global
developments in a more consequential manner.

The trajectory of ties

During the past 80 years, U.S.-Saudi ties have not
always had smooth sailing. First, thanks to shale
technology, the U.S. has become the world’s
largest producer of crude and a significant
exporter. While this has reduced the commercial
content of the relationship, the U.S’s exports have
remained steady, leading to a decline in the
bilateral merchandise trade and a balance
swinging in America’s favour. As Saudi Arabia’s
trading partner, the U.S. now ranks below China
and India.

Historically, the ties came under strain during
the Ramadan War of 1973, when Saudi Arabia
joined an Arab oil embargo. In the mid-1980s, the
Saudis surprised the Americans by buying
intermediate-range ballistic missiles from China, a
country they did not even recognise then. There
have been tensions as the American military
supplies were staunched during the Yemen war,
affecting Saudi offensive and defensive
capabilities against the Houthis.

The assassination of Jamal Khashoggi, a
prominent Saudi commentator working with The
Washington Post, in the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul in October 2018 jolted ties, and the
Biden presidency initially decided to keep MbS at
arm’s-length. The friction pushed the Saudis into
diversitying their ties with China and Russia.

In December 2022, China’s President Xi Jinping
visited Riyadh and held three separate summits
with the leaders of Saudi Arabia, Arab and
Muslim countries, respectively. Later, Beijing also
facilitated the resumption of diplomatic ties
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Since late 2023,
the U.S. support for Israel’s brutal military
campaign in Gaza has also made it difficult for
Riyadh to turn a new page in bilateral ties.

The Saudis have resisted U.S. pressure to
formally recognise Israel, pre-conditioning it on
the creation of a pathway to Palestinian

Mahesh Sachdev

is a retired Indian
Ambassador,
specialising in the
Arab world

and oil issues

The exceptional
amity heralds
new domains of
strategic
cooperation,
with the
potential to
anchor
bilateral,
regional and
global
developments
in a more
consequential
manner

statehood, which Israel has ruled out.

New contours under the Trump presidency
There has been a positive sea change in bilateral
ties since Mr. Trump took over the U.S.
presidency this year. His first visit of his second
term abroad was to Saudi Arabia in May 2025,
where an agreement to supply $142 billion worth
of military equipment was secured. The new
contours of this new relationship were in
evidence at the no-holds-barred state visit. It
included a moving guard of honour, a fly-past, a
private lunch and a 300-guest banquet, both
hosted by Mr. Trump, who also attended the
investment forum at which deals worth $270
billion were signed.

On his part, MbS readily agreed to raise the
promised Saudi investments in the U.S. economy
from $600 billion to $1 trillion without a fixed
time frame. The amount is nearly as big as the
country’s GDP and the entire corpus of the
Kingdom’s Public Investment Fund (PIF), which
already has 40% of its foreign investments in the
U.S. economy. The groundbreaking Strategic
Defence Agreement was signed, formally
designating Saudi Arabia as a “major non-NATO
ally” and committing the U.S. to actively assist
Saudi Arabia if it came under an attack.

The two sides also made tangible progress
towards collaboration in civil nuclear energy and
the supply of state-of-the-art Artificial Intelligence
(AD) chips. Given the Trumpian propensity for
“truthful hyperbole” and Saudi economic
stringency, observers are sceptical about all key
promises made during the visit being fully
realised.

Moreover, the bilateral differences on basic
issues such as the global oil glut, Riyadh-Tel Aviv
reconciliation, Iran, and the Kingdom’s drive
towards strategic autonomy were papered over
during the Summit, which was conspicuous by
the absence of any final communiqué. The visit
can, nevertheless, be considered as a qualified
bilateral success, particularly as it managed to
bury the past ghost issues.

The robust revival of the U.S.-Saudi ties in
Trump 2.0 is bound to have a regional impact.
Under MbS, Saudi Arabia, the Arab world’s largest
economy, has abandoned its low-key diplomatic
profile, adopting a more assertive and visible
pursuit of national interests. This process has
accelerated after the two-year-long Israeli military
campaign that has subdued Iran, the Kingdom’s
long-standing rival in the region and the Islamic
world.

MbS has already persuaded Mr. Trump to drop
sanctions against Syria’s new regime and has
asked for stronger American intervention to end
the Sudanese civil war. Even the Iranian President
has sought the MbS facilitation of the resumption
of nuclear talks with Washington. The robust
endorsement by the White House during the
recent visit would further empower MbS, who at
40 years could be around for decades, making

Trump-MbS summit — $1 trillion among friends

<U-THEITH RrEr wWe — gl & o $1 feferam

U.S.—Saudi Bilateral Alliance

SARBT-TSa! fguehy Teae=

e As adrenaline-high at the Saudi-American Summit last week demonstrated, the 80-year-old
bilateral alliance remains perhaps the oldest transactional deal still going strong.

Rrex wweq 7 e Sameyul Rl 3 g=ifar i 8o adf qrm
feuehia TedeA W TEd AT -3 SHTeRa JHeidr § off 3t +ff Teted s g Bl

e It predates the establishment of post-Second World War global architectures such as the
United Nations, NATO, and the Bretton Woods Institutions.

IS I«e §U GHal-

him an indispensable, long-term U.S. interlocutor
as the region’s geopolitical architecture gets
reconfigured.

While the visit was silent on global issues,
there are signs of subterranean bilateral
coordination. Although oil has largely
disappeared as the driver for bilateral economic
synergy, the Saudi economy continues to be
highly dependent on oil export revenues.
Moreover, as recent U.S. sanctions against the two
Russian oil majors demonstrated, Washington
intends to continue its dominance of the global
oil market. Both Saudis and Americans want the
oil price to be at a moderate, sustainable level.
The concerted American actions on sanctions
against Iran, Venezuela and two Russian oil
majors can only help stem the emerging
supply-side oil glut, shore up the price and create
market space for higher exports by both Saudi
Arabia and the U.S. For the U.S., reinforced ties
with Saudi Arabia would also stave off the recent
encroachments by China and Russia on its turf,
and complement its regional Pax Americana.

Impact on India

The Washington Summit does have several
implications for India. First, it may provide
advanced U.S. military equipment access to
Pakistan, with which Riyadh concluded a
strategic mutual defence agreement in September
2025, apparently with the U.S. nod-and-wink.

Second, although India, as the world’s
third-largest oil importer, would prefer oil prices
to be low, moderation and stability in the oil
market may still be preferable as it navigates for
alternative sources to Russian supplies.

Third, soaring Saudi ambitions for its post-oil
Vision-2030, such as Al data centres, may create
economic opportunities for India.

Fourth, curbing China’s foray into Saudi Arabia
may open the door wider for India. India also
needs to prioritise entering into a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement with Saudi
Arabia.

Lastly, the emerging modus vivendi with Israel
may also facilitate the work on the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor, which transits
through Saudi Arabia. At a different level, White
House’s differential treatment of MbS shows that
its single-minded pursuit of economic
transactions continues to trump all previous
qualms, such as human rights and proliferation
concerns, may light India’s pathway to an
economic peace with the Americans.

The evident MbS-Trump bonhomie during the
White House Summit signals the U.S. reclaiming
primacy in Riyadh. The locus of the relationship
has, nevertheless, shifted from the past
“oil-for-security” paradigm. As the new, more
nebulous drivers congeal and Saudi Arabia
asserts its sovereign autonomy, the alliance enters
an uncharted territory. While much may remain
unaltered, it would, nevertheless, be fascinating
to watch its progression.
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gg HYEd AY, el 3R e g59 SR ol fgedia [y g & a8 &1 afies sgawtstt &
RITGT ¥ U5 BT 51

e |t was conceived as a secret “oil-for-security” strategic partnership signed on Valentine’s
Day 1945 between U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul
Rehman al-Saud on the USS Quincy in the Suez Canal Area.

Ig T T “oil-for-security” YUHIIEH ATRIGRT & ¥4 H 14 BELT 1945 B Hfer
3. Tordee 3R o7 g AT AT SGA IGU 3A-TShe & o1 JuaTH TR YU
TeR &= | gaaid gar ol

e Originally intended to last 60 years, it was renewed in 2005.

Td EU 3 60 94 I Ia- & T8 ST 7 I8 JHSIT 2005 F TG faar T o7

e Thanks to the exceptional amity between U.S. President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS), this arrangement is currently being reset to new
domains of strategic cooperation.

AR AFURT SHTES €U 3R H13 U Higwe foe Tad™ (MbS) & o 1<) Fdbedr &
HRU Jg TR 3« IUHID GeaNT b T4 &= & Giidd 8l el 2

The trajectory of ties

o &) fa=m

e During the past 80 years, U.S.-Saudi ties have not always had smooth sailing.
oz 80 auf & rRE-Tahdl ey RN Yars 61 3@ ¢

e First, thanks to shale technology, the U.S. has become the world’s largest producer of crude
and a significant exporter.
Ugd, A dP1P & HRU FARDT 5T 7 Tad 981 H=T 9 IdTed 3R Th U Fafde
TR

e While this has reduced the commercial content of the relationship, the U.S.’s exports have
remained steady, leading to a decline in the bilateral merchandise trade and a balance
swinging in America’s favour.
BTeliTeh 39 et BT TGS Hgd HH g 8, AfdpT 3mifRken o1 Fafd fRR T, e
feuefia TR & fRTae o ofR Hger smReT % uer & =e |

e As Saudi Arabia’s trading partner, the U.S. now ranks below China and India.
T4l 3RT & NS AIaR] § 3fd AR 919 iR URd ¥ - g

e Historically, the ties came under strain during the Ramadan War of 1973, when Saudi Arabia
joined an Arab oil embargo.
eI U ¥, 1973 & YA T & GRH, O1F TSl 3R A 3R dd Ufaay &1 qad
foan, ddy qra & o u|

¢ In the mid-1980s, the Saudis surprised the Americans by buying ballistic missiles from China,
a country they did not even recognise then.
1980 & &=F & T &, ¥l 7 91 ¥ sfafes s wiesm SR &I dis! i, Jefe
3 q9 I B MR T F Trgar off 78 2

e There have been tensions as the American military supplies were staunched during the
Yemen war, affecting Saudi offensive and defensive capabilities.
YU g5 & aRH 3RS T 3MYfef T o 3 Tl B ST 3R &S s oY
g faa, R ara Ber ga

e The assassination of Jamal Khashoggi in October 2018 jolted ties, and the Biden
presidency initially decided to keep MbS at arm’s-length.
ST G BT SragaR 2018 H g1 A Adel B e 3, 3R SIS URINH A eed
MbS ¥ g3 §FITT 3|

e The friction pushed the Saudis into diversifying their ties with China and Russia.

Y TG 1 TSl Dl A4 3R T P 1Y U Faeh b1 fafgerdr 27 & forw ofka fasam

o In December 2022, China’s President Xi Jinping visited Riyadh and held three separate
summits.

feaR 2022 7 9 & wyufa <h Mt = Rare #1 3RT far oik T sre-sre ReR wwied
3T fabul
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Beijing facilitated the resumptlon of diplomatic ties between Saudi Arabia and Iran.

TS A TShdt SRI-II & 1 IoHAS Jaelf Bt ggTe | +f geraar o1

Since late 2023, U.S. support for Israel’s Gaza campaign has made it difficult for Riyadh to
reset ties.

2023 & 3id Q SERTSA & eIl AFHATE & forg st T 7 Faet &1 SR¥ie o1 HidT &1
BRI

The Saudis have resisted U.S. pressure to formally recognise Israel, pre-conditioning it on a
pathway to Palestinian statehood.

THE SR P TIRTSH S AR 31 P Ga1d &1 faiY & 381§ SR Rl s & anf
! Jd-31d ST BT 5|

Bilateral Differences and Summit Outcomes

fgueha wave o RRER Iwied & uoms

Moreover, the bilateral differences on basic issues such as the global oil glut, Riyadh-Tel
Aviv reconciliation, Iran, and the Kingdom'’s drive towards strategic autonomy were
papered over during the Summit, which was conspicuous by the absence of any final
communiqué.

9% 3araT, Ay da iftmiy, Rare-d« srdla Aq-frem, $31F, 3R IHTsg of uHfae
WAl &1 3= S geryd T8 W fguela navel & RrR Tweaq & g foar ma, S fah
siferw fagifea & arura @ Wy ol

The visit can, nevertheless, be considered a qualified bilateral success, particularly as it
managed to bury the past ghost issues.

5 oft, 39 g &) v i fguehta Iwedn 7T S godt 8, iRy U 3 wifes 399 3rdid &
% fqarfed He Y ol THI P foa|

Regional Impact of U.S.—Saudi Revival

— 3 dl HaHl P YASifa ST & T

The robust revival of U.S.-Saudi ties in Trump 2.0 is bound to have a regional impact.

7 2.0 ¥ 3ARFL-I3c! Hael & Aolgd Grioiia- o1 8B THIT 3avd US|

Under MbS, Saudi Arabia, the Arab world’s largest economy, has abandoned its low-key

diplomatic profile, adopting a more assertive pursuit of national interests.

MbS & dd B, T$Hd! SRT—3IRT g1 & Had gol rfawi—= /U= Jid FHeas

THTSd DI BISHR AP fgd! B AP SMHTHS TR YF IR ol ¢

This process has accelerated after the two-year-long Israeli military campaign that has

subdued Iran, the Kingdom’s long-standing rival.

%ﬂ?ﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬂ@%%@ﬁaﬁ@é SR TrTsy & S aferes ufagg!
HHSR I

MbS has already persuaded Mr. Trump to drop sanctions against Syria’s new regime and
asked for stronger U.S. intervention in ending the Sudanese civil war.

MbS 7 20 & JRAT P 75 TWHR W A ufaael e 3R YoM & [eg< P! THIE T &
fore 3ifire Aoy sMR®! gy Bt A BT B

Even the Iranian President has sought MbS’s facilitation to resume nuclear talks with
Washington.

Ig1 b fob ST rgafer A W afRiTe & T TRAN ardl fhR I Y B B T MbS B
AT H AT B g |

The strong White House endorsement would further empower MbS, who at 40 years could
shape the region for decades.

FT5C TI3Y o Horgd THH ¥ MbS 3R I=Tad 5171, S 40 T B1 IU H 37 aT G| db &
& JUIAd R Thdl ¢ |

Subterranean Coordination and Oil Politics

Sfafifed gv=ay 3k aa IeHifa
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While the visit was silent on global issues, signs of deeper bilateral coordination are visible.
AT dfe HET TR HIF g1, Qi1 TeX fguaa ey & Tebd Wy €

Although oil has largely disappeared as the primary driver of economic synergy, the Saudi
economy still depends heavily on oil export revenues.

3 3N A o1 g A1 ol <61, TS al srfarawi sift off da frafa Iera
IR 3AfH R g

The U.S.’s recent sanctions on Russian oil majors show America’s intent to retain
dominance in the global oil market.

AN GRT 310 & Wit dd Hufal IR ufaae A dd SR F SOt Ty 918 3T S
Iga! Ha i@ 5

Both countries want oil prices at a moderate and sustainable level.

T X dd DIAd! B! HHEH R f*PTSH TR W @1 I8 &

Sanctions against Iran, Venezuela, and Russia help reduce the supply-side glut, supporting
prices and creating space for higher exports by the U.S. and Saudi Arabia.

UM, AU SR T W Ufdey SMgfd SRrwdl o HH TXd $Hdl B GeRT od &, o
AR SR THd! 3RT GHI & ol 3ifeies T &1 g a1t &

Stronger U.S.—Saudi ties also help Washington counter the recent inroads made by China
and Russia in the region.

TEG SARFT-TS ¢l HaY TRMTeA &I 87 F 4 3R T & dgd UHId & Gohiad o | of
e Hd ¢

Impact on India
HRd UR YHId

The Washington Summit carries several implications for India.

IR RRR IHa & HRd & [T &g ya g |

It may enable Pakistan to access advanced U.S. military equipment, following its strategic
defence agreement with Riyadh (September 2025).

Ig UIfohea™ ! SAd ATt V=T SUHRUI YT H H T&H 1 Yoval 5, TSR Rdar
2025 ¥ RUTg & TIY T & U & G|

India prefers low oil prices, but stable and moderate prices may still be beneficial as it
diversifies away from Russian supplies.

YR B dd B 1Hd e 7, Afh FRR 3R Ao Bid ff Braewe &) U 8, Fifes a8
It 3myfef T fafaeheor a3 @18

Saudi Arabia’s ambitious Vision 2030 projects—such as Al data centres—may open new
opportunities for India.

&4 & AgdTdial faer 2030 Yiolde—oid Al 3T Hex—HRd & o7 3/a¥R Wid ¥ohd g |
Curbing China’s influence in Saudi Arabia may widen India’s strategic space, including a
stronger case for a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with the Kingdom.

Tal H T & UHTG BT AT BT HRA & o I0Hifae 3/aeR 961 Jobdl g, 3R SATIP
3ffe AT JHEA Bt YHETE 98T Tl g |
Closer U.S.—Saudi dynamics could also accelerate work on the India—Middle East—-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEEC).

—TH G TGB! IMEEC TRESHT &1 1 oS 3% Tavelt 51

White House’s acceptance of MbS despite earlier concems signals a transaction-first U.S.
approach, which may benefit India.

FT3C BT GRT MbS & WibrdT MR & -3 muriyd e ®Ior &1 guiidl 8, for yRa
B off o e g B

Conclusion

The evident MbS—Trump bonhomie signals Washington’s renewed primacy in Riyadh.

WY MbS—2U WETe, aRiTe &t Rare § greiffia uaRadr xifar 21
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e However, the locus of the relationship has shifted from the earlier oil-for-security paradigm
to more nebulous strategic drivers, reflecting Saudi Arabia’s push for sovereign
autonomy.

BTl Teitll BT g ofd TR d9-P-TG0-GR&T AlSA U TR AP Y I0FHoId BRI
B 3R §¢ T 7, S TS ¢l ! ArdHHAS T &1 iR I feamd g

e As the alliance enters uncharted territory, its evolution will be closely watched.

S-S e 3N &3 H U3 Rl 8, 3P [Ah UR PHRie! o & Siuih |

CAIRO Amne.st.y Internatipnal accuses RSF of
committing war crimes

Amnesty International accuses T B 3 RSF TR g5 SURTY
RSF of committing war crimes g

. Amnesty International accuses RSF of
committing war crimes
' A RSF W G5 AWRIY H BT 3RIY

[SRIIEI}
. Amnesty International on Tuesday said that RSF
atrocities in Sudan’s El-Fasher, including executions,
rape and hostage-taking, amount to war crimes in the
ongoing war.

AT A HITSAR &l gl b & TA-BRR I
Amnesty International on Tuesday said that RSF atrocities in RSF aﬁ SIUER, ﬁ’f;‘ﬁ m’ ERIC OHW Ehlill
Sudan’s El-Fasher, including executions, rape and hostage-taking, Q]T&IFI %, 9d Q% g,:&r ﬁ W STRTY Iﬂﬁ Gﬂ?f % I
amount to war crimes in the ongoing war. The UAE is accused of

facilitating RSF abuses, which it denies, as Sudan’s devastating
conflict continues to kill thousands and displace millions. ap

REUTERS

The UAE is accused of facilitating RSF abuses, which it
denies, as Sudan’s devastating conflict continues to kill
thousands and displace millions.

UAE R RSF & 3fTaRI &1 [gHIdT ¢1 &1 3RIU g, o 98 AHRal 7, Tt Yo &1 fa-mres s
oy AR ORI &) AR T 8 SR Al &1 faiifa s @1 5
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Jihadist attacks fuel record hunger
in Nigeria’s volatile north: UN agency

Agence France-Presse
LAGOS

Resurgent jihadist attacks
and instability in northern
Nigeria are pushing hunger
to unprecedented levels
with thousands facing “fa-

which, under President
Donald Trump, has cut fo-
reign aid, including to UN
agencies.

Other big donors, in-
cluding some European
nations, have also shrunk
their humanitarian bud-

mine-like conditions”, the gets.

World Food Programme Almost a million people

(WFP) said on Tuesday. depend on WFP’s food aid
Nearly 35 million people in northeastern Nigeria,

in northern Nigeria are
“projected to face severe
food insecurity during the

Afile plcture of people waiting to receive food donatlons from the

and the UN agency said
funding shortfalls have
forced it to start scaling

2026 lean season”, which  World Food Programme in Damasak, northeastern Nigeria. Ap down nutrition pro-

stretches from May to Sep- grammes in July.

tember, the UN agencysaid  more than 40,000 people time between planting and Of the 500 nutrition

in a statement. and displaced around two  harvest see people, espe-  centres that the WFP oper-
In Borno state, the epi- million othersinthe north- cially in the rural areas, ates in northeast Nigeria,

centre of the 16-year-long  east and spilled into neigh-  with little food reserves. 150 shut at the end of July

jihadist insurgency, bouring countries. While Normally, farmers due to funding shortages,
around 15,000 people “are  Nigeria’s insurgency has would buy food — but with  leaving more than
projected to reach catas- slowed since violence double digit inflation from 300,000 children at risk
trophic hunger” or “fa- peaked around 2015, at- an economic crisis, many and driving malnutrition
mine-like conditions”,  tacks have picked up since  cannot. levels from “serious” to
WEFP said in a statement. the beginning of the year. The WFP’s largest do-  “critical” in the third quar-

The conflict has killed

May to September, the

nor is the United States

ter of the year.

Jihadist attacks fuel record hunger in Nigeria’s volatile north: UN agency
ATZSINGT & 3r2rid 3wk A forgrdl gwal @ Rovls y@: dged Iy Taiat

+ Jihadist attacks fuel record hunger in Nigeria’s volatile north: UN agency

AT & 3rid IR A fore1d) gl I Rars

T TR AT Tt

e Resurgent jihadist attacks and instability in northern Nigeria are pushing hunger to

unprecedented levels with thousands facing “famine-like conditions”, the World

Food Programme (WFP) said on Tuesday.

TR TSR § gad [eTe! g0a 3R SRR 1@ ! 3ydyd Wl de Uga e &,
EHESIRESIUE ﬁaﬁ@ﬁ@rﬁu‘r"mwmﬁg% fay @re srfew (WFP) A
TR &I Dl
¢ Nearly 35 million people in northern Nigeria are “projected to face severe food

insecurity during the 2026 lean season”, which stretches from May to September,

the UN agency said in a statement.

T T 3.5 RIS ANT “2026 F g HIAH (May to September) &
TR @RI SRIREHT T YA DU, TG Y Toidi! - Teb s H Fel|

¢ In Borno state, the epicentre of the 16-year-long jihadist insurgency, around
15,000 people “are projected to reach catastrophic hunger” or “famine-like
conditions”, WFP said in a statement.

3R

I I, S 16 g RrgTd fagie &1 g 8, & 1T 15,000 AT “fIA=TaTt 1@
a1 gl S RGP e UgaR Y RIHT 2, WFP I HEll

e The conflict has killed more than 40,000 people and displaced around two million
others in the northeast and spilled into neighbouring countries.
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39 TN 7 40,000 F SHfRF AR Bt AR STAT § SR TR 20 ARG AN B
faenfia w2 e 8, oIk ag uSkf ot & oft e T B

o While Nigeria’s insurgency has slowed since violence peaked around 2015, attacks
have picked up since the beginning of the year.

Ao &1 fagig 2015 & MU IR &1 & 918 T UST, 89d oy &t
31 A R 9g M
o May to September, the time between planting and harvest see people, especially in
the rural areas, with little food reserves.

May to September, Gl"&’@ﬁ]ﬁ SﬁTWIEL%EﬂHWWEﬂHT% AN faRiwesR arHior e
¥, 950 HH W HSR 3@ g |

o Normally, farmers would buy food — but with double digit inflation from an
economic crisis, many cannot.

IJAId: feaM HieH @ied — afe snfifes e I 3113 G ST HETTS & HRUI
% U TRl IR AT 5 |

e The WFP’s largest donor is the United States which, under President Donald
Trump, has cut foreign aid, including to UN agencies.

WFP &1 9a ST aldl Had Ied 3R 3, o= Iyufd SIHTes ¢U & dgd faa=i
TeTadT & el 3 8, form UN Taifrar «ft <nfire g

e Other big donors, including some European nations, have also shrunk their
humanitarian budgets.
%&ané_am&ﬁ, for Fo gRIda g =nfie §, 7 oft oA A see § weldt

|

e Almost a million people depend on WFP’s food aid in northeastem Nigeria, and the
UN agency said funding shortfalls have forced it to start scaling down nutrition
programmes in July.

ITR-Gdf ATZSiRar H THTHIT 10 WA @R WFP @1 Trel Sgradl R R 8, 3R UN
m@%w%%ﬁﬁ%sﬁwﬁﬁﬁwmﬂaﬁaﬁmwﬁ%ﬁw
|

e Of the 500 nutrition centres that the WFP operates in northeast Nigeria, 150 shut at
the end of July due to funding shortages, leaving more than 300,000 children at
risk and driving malnutrition levels from “serious” to “critical” in the third quarter of
the year.

IR-YI ATSSHRar & WFP gRT TdTferd 500 THaor Bl 7 ¥ 150 JaATS & 3id A ¢ &)
T, i s Bt HHt ot fort 3,00,000 | 34f¥re T= PT | o1 7T 3R FUiwor
TR ad &t das faardt & iR 9 <srcia iR g
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1.| A farm crisis lost in. political cacopho_ny
IHIfd® Bided A @ T4 TP H1Y GHe

‘Rupee is Asia’s worst performing currency’

YT TRAT B TaQ WRTT USRI B qrelt o1 @
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3.
Net FDI negative for second straight month in September
Rider ¥ TR g 7811 A FDI THRTHS
4,
As trade deficit with Japan tops $12 bn, India to discuss non-tariff
measures
ST & 1Y ATIR °1eT $12 fAfermq uR, HRa R-3ew Sural wR =i S
S&T
5. | What does the draft Seeds Bill entail?
sTUe Wisy fya o o e 82

6. | Publish or perish: making sense of India’s research fraud epidemic
ufeer=r a1 AT YRT 31 Rus wis AR &) JHEHT

Environment
7. | Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study

YR 1l & 60% A fawmem arg 9ra WR & 90T 8: S

8.
Six years on, mystery over illegal GM seeds’ source stays unsolved
Se 919 a1 Y, 3rae oM dieTl & Hd BT I SFYAST
Economy 26/11/2025
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A farm crisis lost in political cacophony

Farmers in Karnataka need a long-term solution to their woes

‘ STATE OF PLAY |

Girish Pattanashetti
girish.s@thehindu.co.in

since farmers of Gadag

district in north Karnata-
ka began an indefinite agita-
tion demanding Minimum
Support Price (MSP) of 3,000
per quintal for maize. Farmers
in the neighbouring districts
too are up in arms against the
Central and State govern-
ments over the plummeting
price of maize.

While the Centre has fixed
an MSP at 2,400 per quintal
for maize, the prevailing price
in Karnataka is %1,600 to
1,800 per quintal. The prices,
which began declining in Sep-
tember, have dropped sud-
denly over the last fortnight.

The plight of the farmers in
Karnataka, which is among
the top maize-producing
States in the country, seems to
have been buried under the
cacophony over the “power-
sharing formula” between the
Chief Minister, Siddaramaiah,
and the Deputy Chief Minister,
D.K. Shivakumar.

The protest by maize farm-
ers comes at a time when the
State government is yet to re-
cover from the floods that des-
troyed crops. That was fol-
lowed by series of protests by
sugarcane farmers seeking a
Fair and Remunerative Price
(FRP) of ¥3,500 per tonne for
sugarcane. The State govern-
ment recently managed to
convince the farmers to agree
to an FRP 0f 33,300 per tonne.

The Opposition BJP has
been quick to grab this oppor-
tunity to portray the ruling
disposition as “anti-farmer”,
just ahead of the winter ses-
sion of the State legislature. In
response, the Congress has ar-
gued that the Union govern-
ment’s intervention is crucial

l t has been over 10 days

Karnataka

in resolving both maize and
sugarcane issues. It has
mocked the opposition MPs of
Karnataka for not having the
gumption to raise the issue
with their own party leaders
at the Centre.

Last week, Mr. Siddara-
maiah wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking his in-
tervention in the procurement
of maize and also green gram,
which has seen a price drop as
well. He said that Mr. Modi
should direct the National
Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation of India
(NAFED), the Food Corpora-
tion of India, and the National
Cooperative Consumers’ Fed-
eration of India (NCCF) to be-
gin MSP procurement imme-
diately under the Price
Support Scheme or another
suitable mechanism. Mr. Sid-
daramaiah contended that in-
creased imports has also ad-
ded to the crisis.

The Union Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Pralhad
Joshi, responded by lobbing
the ball back to the State’s
court and insisting that the
authority on implementing
the MSP or FRP rests with the
State government. He has also
rubbished Mr. Siddaramaiah’s
claims on imports, stating that
it is only 0.5 lakh metric
tonnes this fiscal.

Amid the political blame
game, one of the basic issues
that has gone unaddressed is
the rapid expansion of maize
cultivation in Karnataka.

A farm crisis lost in political cacophony

ISHa® HIared A @l T TP FiY Jdhe
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Maize in Karnataka has re-
placed rain-fed crops such as
potato, cotton, groundnut, ra-
gi, and sorghum. In 2023, the
cultivated area under maize in
the State was 10.3 lakh hec-
tares. For the current year, up
to July 5, it was 13.98 lakh hec-
tares, up from 12.20 lakh hec-
tare last year in the same
period.

According to market ex-
perts, this year, multiple fac-
tors including supply-demand
disparity, reduced exports
due to downward trend in glo-
bal cereal prices, and related
factors caused the price drop.
Ethanol blending results in the
production of large quantities
of Distiller’s Dried Grains with
Solubles, a substitute for con-
ventional feed grains, which is
cited as another factor reduc-
ing the demand for maize in
the livestock sector. Also,
while Karnataka has produced
over 55 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) of maize during kharif
2025, it has a marketable sur-
plus of 32 lakh tonnes, which
far exceeds the absorptive ca-
pacity of local industries. Ad-
ded to the problem is the ex-
isting additional stock with the
distilleries from the previous
year’s procurement.

A positive development
amid the crisis is Mr. Siddara-
maiah’s promise about start-
ing procurement under MSP
by the State. However, this is
yet to translate into a govern-
ment order. He has also writ-
ten to the distilleries in the
State to sign up with NAFED
and NCCF for the production
of ethanol using maize.

Farmers who cultivate
maize in Karnataka, mostly in
the central and northern dis-
tricts, have demanded action
both by the State and the
Centre to come up with a long-
term solution. This demand
currently seems lost on both
ruling and Opposition party
leaders.
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Crisis Over Maize Prices in Karnataka

H HaBT Bl Bl AP AdC

e It has been over 10 days since farmers of Gadag district in north Kamataka began an
indefinite agitation demanding Minimum Support Price (MSP) of 3,000 per quintal for
maize.

IR Ffed & TS fora & fHa! gR1 AT & o 23,000 ufd fhed & MSP &1 A &Y
AR RS sriaia L= BT 10 R T 31w 81 g ¢ |

e Farmers in the neighbouring districts too are up in arms against the Central and State
governments over the plummeting price of maize.

TSRt et & e o qowt o) IR Phwal & AR g 3R o0 WERT & A Ry
BT

o While the Centre has fixed an MSP at ¥2,400 per quintal for maize, the prevailing price in
Karnataka is ¥1,600 to ¥1,800 per quintal.
ET g 3 Heh] BT MSP 22,400 WTa fbed qd a1 2, 98] efiees & i F1ad 21,600 &
1,800 ufa fea 31

e That was followed by a series of protests by sugarcane farmers seeking a Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) of ¥3,500 per tonne for sugarcane.

P S AT fHaml gRT1 23,500 Ui &1 & FRP &1 HiT &I Ao Hs YeH gul

e The State government recently managed to convince the farmers to agree to an FRP of
%3,300 per tonne.
I WDHR BT o1 H [ Dl 3,300 Ui e FRP IR Tg0d HRIA & I0%hd el

e He said that Mr. Modi should direct NAFED, the Food Corporation of India, and the
National Cooperative Consumers’ Federation of India (NCCF) to begin MSP procurement
immediately under the Price Support Scheme or another suitable mechanism.
31 wgl & ft M & NAFED, HRdH @Te fAm (Fel) iR YEPNI UM Y
(NCCF) &1 UTsH JuI¢ I I1 fhft 3= oF & dgd qed MSP I PR BT FR T

I
e Mr. Siddaramaiah contended that increased imports had also added to the crisis.

o RrgRyar 3 we1 s 92 gU SmaTa 7 of Yohe & sgrar 8|

Maize Crisis: Centre-State Blame Game and Structural Issues

HIDT Hbe: FE—IY ARIY-YIRIY 3R YIIATHD TARITT

e The Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Pralhad Joshi,
responded by lobbing the ball back to the State’s court and insisting that the authority on
implementing the MSP or FRP rests with the State government.

IUUFT AQ, W 3R Ardei=e faaRor & ddig 13 egTe sish A i 909 39 & urd
T STed §U FHel [ MSP aT FRP AR FR &1 oHER] o0 IRBR B g

e He has also rubbished Mr. Siddaramaiah’s claims on imports, stating that it is only 0.5 lakh

metric tonnes this fiscal.

REE] %ﬁﬁ@@m%&mweﬁaﬁﬁaﬁ ft @I foan, o Fed gu i 39 o avf & 35 dad
0.5 @@ Miew e g

e Amid the political blame game, one of the basic issues that has gone unaddressed is the
rapid expansion of maize cultivation in Karnataka.
e SRIU-UARIT & &, U el GHEI Sl 3Tl 38 T 8, 98 & Biicd A HadT @l
P du fawrR |

e Maize in Karnataka has replaced rain-fed crops such as potato, cotton, groundnut, ragi,
and sorghum.
Ffcd T Tabl = 3T, U, FTH, IRN 3R SarR St auf-amenia waa! #t oie o ot 81

e |n 2023, the cultivated area under maize in the State was 10.3 lakh hectares.
2023 T IoT T BT &1 Wil BT &7 10.3 AR gaedR T

o For the current year, up to July 5, it was 13.98 lakh hectares, up from 12.20 lakh hectares
last year in the same period.
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I 99 § 5 F@Ts dd I8 13.98 ARA FCIR 81 T, SIaieh USa 9y 331 3afd T8 12.20
ARG FHRTR AT

e According to market experts, this year, multiple factors including supply-demand disparity,
reduced exports due to downward trend in global cereal prices, and related factors caused
the price drop.
SR fa=Io=T &

ﬁuﬁaﬁw@r{mi BRPT A

, 39y

- Srgad, af¥® e el § fiRTae & SR
[ H fiRTae @18 |

o Ethanol blending results in the production of large quantities of Distiller’s Dried Grains
with Solubles (DDGS), a substitute for conventional feed grains, which is cited as another
factor reducing the demand for maize in the livestock sector.

T AfST & HRU fSRead gr5s 4= fag Jiegaed (DDGS) 1 98 TAM | IdTeH
BT 8, S URuR U IR &1 fadhed §, 3R 3 Hadh! &I AR UM Il Ud 30 SRS S

Y

e He has also written to the distilleries in the State to sign up with NAFED and NCCF for the
ction of ethanol using maize.

I I Pt ST B NAFED 3R NCCF & 1Y HabT SmuTid TaHTd 3Idme 8q
Toliaul Fx & forg oft foran g1

e Farmers who cultivate maize in Karnataka, mostly in the central and northern districts, have

prod_u

‘Rupee is Asia’s worst
performing currency’

The domestic currency may slide to 90 against the USD if the trade deal

MUMBAI

t a sharp deprecia-
A tion of 4.3% against

the U.S. Dollar
(USD) in this calendar year
(January-December 2025),
the Indian Rupee (INR) has
become the worst per-
forming currency in Asia,
forex analysts said. It may
further slide to 90 against
the USD if the trade deal
with the U.S. does not hap-
pen in near future, they
cautioned.

Stating that the INR’s
performance has been
weaker compared with
peers like the Chinese
Yuan and the Indonesian
Rupiah, Akshat Garg, AVP,
Choice Wealth said, “It is
still faring better than
structurally weak curren-
cies like the Japanese Yen
and Korean Won, which
continue to battle domes-
tic policy challenges.”

“Overall, the rupee’s tra-
jectory now hinges on glo-
bal dollar strength more
than domestic fundamen-
tals,” he added.

According to Tanay Da-
1al, Senior V-P, Business &
Economic Research, Axis
Bank, the INR has been fac-
ing depreciation pressure
for many months, not so
much because of the cur-
rent account which has
been benign, but because
of capital outflows.

“INR has weakened
against Asia FX [foreign Ex-
change], but mostly
against current account
surplus countries. The INR

with the US. does not happen in the near future, caution analysts

L!ateﬂu M]sEa

LT 5

g

Currency cauldron: The rupee’s trajectory now hinges on global
dollar strength more than domestic fundamentals. REUTERS

has weakened 4% CYTD
[Calendar Year-to-Date], as
against 2.9% in IDR [Indo-
nesian Rupiah] and 1.3% in
PHP [Philippine Peso],”
Mr. Dalal said.

Apart from this, the rest
of the Asian currency com-
plex has appreciated, lar-
gely driven by the CNY
[Chinese Yuan] where the
PBOC/SAFE [Currency Ex-
change policy of China’s
central bank] have been
driving this through re-
peated intervention and
signalling, he added.

The INR touched a new
low vs the USD on Novem-
ber 21, 2025, as it went past
the 88.8 levels (that the RBI
had been defending in re-
cent weeks) and touched
89.66 levels in the spot
market. Since then, it has
recouped some of its losses
and was on Tuesday trad-
ing at 89.22 levels against
the USD.

Sankar Chakraborti, MD
& CEQ, Acuité Ratings and
Research said, “The 3.6%
appreciation of the USD ov-
er the last two months has
put pressure on most cur-

Address :
Email Id :

rencies, including the INR.
India is facing twin exter-
nal shocks: U.S. tariffs and
high precious metal prices.
The combination of ad-
verse geo-economic and
geopolitical environments
is weighing upon India’s
merchandise trade deficit.”

Trump tariff impact
“The sharp depreciation of
the INR is the consequence
of the cumulative impact of
several factors. First and
foremost, the Trump admi-
nistration imposed 50% ta-
riff on India hurting her ex-
ports. This led to a record
$41.7 billion trade deficit in
October triggering a rupee
slide,” said V.K. Vijayaku-
mar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd. “Secondly, the
sharp spike in gold price
this year has triggered
huge investment in gold
and Gold ETFs leading to
200% increase in demand
for gold in October causing
the gold import bill to
spike to $14.72 billion in
October;” Mr. Vijayakumar
added.

demanded action both by the State and the
Centre to come up with a long-term solution.

Hlcd & Haeb] [HdH, TEd: Aed 3R IT1 forat
&, A 3R g QM1 ° SraPpIierd THIYT Bt
AT IR B E

‘Rupee is Asia’s worst performing
currency’

U] TRMAT F 9 WIS U=
T dTelt YT &

e The domestic currency may slide to 90
against the USD if the trade deal with the U.S.
does not happen in the near future, caution
anal;;]s%t%\ ‘e fr
o Hﬂﬂﬁl?ﬁl?ﬂ?ﬂ g$|aa 90 d&
gt § afe; MRt & ATy AR gHEiar A
yfasg & 781 g1l &, fa=aive! 3 Jara i g

e At a sharp depreciation of 4.3% against the
U.S. Dollar (USD) in this calendar year (January-
December 2025), the Indian Rupee (INR) has
become the worst performing currency in
Asia, forex analysts said

o TTHAS Y (FHIR-TR 2025) H smfat
STeR (USD) & T&Tad 4.3% P! ol TRTaC o 1Y,
YR $UAT (INR) TRMAT # Ha@ WR19 Y=+
H aTell YT 9 T 8, BRE faRavdD! A el

e It may further slide to 90 against the USD if
the trade deal with the U.S. does not happen in
near future, they cautioned

o I ddral &t fob Tfe 3R & A WUR
TSI e yidw | 7ET 1T 7, o g SRt
STk & gapraa 90 I 3R IR T 8

e  Stating that the INR’s performance has been
weaker compared with peers like the Chinese
Yuan and the Indonesian Rupiah, Akshat Garg,
AVP, Choice Wealth said, “It is still faring better
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than structurally weak currencies like the Japanese Yen and Korean Won, which
continue to battle domestic pollcy challenges

Ig FaId gU % $U 1 UeR it g3 3R FSIMRRTS S kit ggisft & g &
PHSIR 361 €, 3Hefdt T, T, =Te o 3 Pel, g 3nft +ff SIrareit a9 3R pifears
1T Ot TATTHD ¥ AR GE13it & 9gaR TeRH FR 871 7, S aR -ifera
Q’rﬁﬁtﬁﬁqa?‘é’r%l”

e “Overall, the rupee’s trajectory now hinges on global dollar strength more than
domestic fundamentals,” he added

. SRR e, P PR, BT F R o TR gerd et i go A A fer 3
meﬁlﬁm—cﬁ%r’

e According to Tanay Dalal, Senior V-P, Business & Economic Research, Axis Bank,
the INR has been facing depreciation pressure for many months, not so much
because of the current account which has been benign, but because of capital
outflows

o TT IAE, TR A, faey Us oS Rud, Ty 96 & SFuR, 3941 &8
nﬁﬁmrguq$mwwmw% DB HRUT A WTd B! AT g7 dfech

o “INR has weakened against Asia FX, but mostly against current account surplus
countries. The INR has weakened 4% CYTD, as against 2.9% in IDR and 1.3% in
PHP,” Mr. Dalal said

o U TRATS Go3if (Asia FX) & GhIaA HHOR g3 2, Afch TRec: 1eg @rell
aﬁmm@rigg THIEA | BUAT 4% CYTD HHSIR 3T §, Taifds IDR 2.9% 3R PHP
1.3% HASIR §UE,” sﬁswnafrao—en
Apart from this, the rest of the Asian currency complex has appreciated, largely
driven by the CNY (Chinese Yuan) where the PBOC/SAFE have been driving this
through repeated intervention and signalling, he added
TP 37TTaT, TRIATE T THg 1 a1t fewT Aoigd gofl 8, WHaR CNY (-t gam) &
PRI, 55T PBOC/SAFE TR S¥&Y 3R Hdbdl & Heqd 9 34 i s @ 8,
REJEE]

e The INR touched a new low vs the USD on November 21, 2025, as it went past the
88.8 levels (that the RBI had been defending in recent weeks) and touched 89.66
levels in the spot market

o YT 21 AAER 2025 ! MNP STAR & PHIaA AT FHwam W 3T, 59 I 88.8
IR (SR BIeT o iG] H RBI S 1 IR R 6T UT) Dl UR PR 89.66 TR b
g e T

e Since then, it has recouped some of its losses and was on Tuesday trading at 89.22
levels against the USD
9 ¥, 3T U HS B IT0Y TS 3R THIAAR Pl 89.22 ¥R W ARG STeR &

B CACK] PR IGT Ul

e Sankar Chakraborti, MD & CEO, Acuité Ratings and Research said, “The 3.6%
appreciation of the USD over the last two months has put pressure on most
currencies, including the INR

o TR Tchadl, THS! UF Wi, Tyt I s e A wel, fod @ aH o sk
IR B 3.6% TG A SHfYwiRT gersit, s vuan «f wnfie g, W gaa Sran g

e India is facing twin external shocks: U.S. tariffs and high precious metal prices.
The combination of adverse geo-economic and geopolitical environments is
weighing upon India’s merchandise trade deficit

o YR GIge) FTEE DI BT AT IR Q1 & MNP ¥ 3R et urgai ot St
P | vfagd YRIeHifae 3R Y-3nffe Rl @1 Yaie YRd & | SR
U1 R 3919 1 38T @

Trump tariff impact
<u % &1 yHTa
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Net FDI negative for
second straight
month in September

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

More investment left the
country than entered it for
the second month in a row
in September, with latest
data from the Reserve
Bank of India showing net
foreign direct investment
(FDI) stood at -$2.4 billion.

In other words, the sum
of money repatriated out
of the country by foreign
companies here, and in-
vested abroad by Indian
companies, was $2.4 bil-
lion more than the foreign
investment entering India
in September 2025, an ana-
lysis of the data by The Hin-
du showed.

The data show that
gross FDI coming into In-
dia stood at $6.6 billion in
September 2025, about
4.3% higher than in Sep-
tember last year. In fact,
this amount was 9.1% high-
er than it was in August.

However, these relative-
ly strong inflows were out-
paced by the outflows, par-
ticularly when it came to
foreign investments done
by Indian companies.

So, while the repatria-
tion of profits by foreign

companies doing business
in India shrank by 0.2% in
September 2025 to $5.2 bil-
lion, the amount invested
abroad by Indian compa-
nies grew 64.4% to $3.8 bil-
lion during the same
period.

Taken together, this
meant that a total of $9 bil-
lion of direct investment
left the country in Septem-
ber 2025, compared with
the $6.6 billion that en-
tered it that month. The
difference between these
two figures, the net FDI
amount, therefore stood at
a negative $2.4 billion. The
net FDI figure was negative
in August 2025 as well, at
-$0.6 billion. It is impor-
tant to note that these fi-
gures refer to direct invest-
ment, which constitutes
investment into assets,
rather than portfolio in-
vestment, which has to do
with shares in a company.

However, the analysis al-
so shows that the FDI pic-
ture looks better when
looked at over a longer pe-
riod. For example, gross
FDI was 15.4% higher in the
July-September 2025 quar-
ter than in the same quar-
ter of the previous year.

Net FDI negative for second straight month in
September

Rydey d aaR g #EH A€ FDI TORTES

Net FDI negative for second straight month in September

RideR d TR ¥R W@ A¢ FDI THRIH®

e More investment left the country than entered it for the
second month in a row in September, with latest data from the
Reserve Bank of India showing net foreign direct investment
(FDI) stood at -$2.4 billion.

RIdeR & TR g A8 ST § 96RO ara (a8 aret
a9 § 31t 381, YR Refd deb & AdHaH 3fibs] & 3IER
Ae fae=h yeer fHa=r (FDI) -$2.4 fafera= 3@

¢ In other words, the sum of money repatriated out of the
country by foreign companies here, and invested abroad by
Indian companies, was $2.4 billion more than the foreign
investment entering India in September 2025, an analysis of
the data by The Hindu showed.

TR Yeal , faa=h Hufal gRI 4= 4 wers TS Ak 3R
YReg Hufal gRT e & a1 &1 78 A Ryder 2025 &
YRA H 3 aTd fae=i o= ¥ $2.4 fafer aiftres <, < R gm
1 & fa=etyur § YT e |

e The data show that gross FDI coming into India stood at $6.6
billion in September 2025, about 4.3% higher than in
September last year.

i sl § Udl Teld & b RydeR 2025 & YR 311 arell U419 FDI
$6.6 fafera= U1, St fUsa o RideR &1 a1 H 4.3% 3ifRra o1
¢ In fact, this amount was 9.1% higher than it was in August.
JRd H, Ig RT3 DI o1 H 9.1% 3Hferas ot

o However, these relatively strong inflows were outpaced by
the outflows, particularly when it came to foreign investments
done by Indian companies.

g, T SUETHd Holed UdTE SM3cwdl | W 38 7Y, favy

EY I 96 YR Su-al gRT fagen # oy 7T o= 1 a1d 315 |

So, while the repatriation of profits by foreign companies doing business in India
shrank by 0.2% in September 2025 to $5.2 billion, the amount invested abroad by
Indian companies grew 64.4% to $3.8 billion during the same period.

SO, HRA & HRIGR Hx arell [de=ft Hufal gRT G-

&I arudt RydsR 2025 A

0.2% TR $5.2 fafera= 81 713, e HRGI pufal g1 fagw & s &t 18
A 64.4% TP $3.8 faferma g1 15|

Taken together, this meant that a total of $9 billion of direct investment left the
country in September 2025, compared with the $6.6 billion that entered it that

month.

TIU ¥ ¥, 3961 3 g g for Rider 2025 & 5 $9 faferas ueger fFrazrd=r
18R T, Sfeifcs 341 Al $6.6 fafera= axr # sman

The difference between these two figures, the net FDI amount, therefore stood at a
negative $2.4 billion.
S aHl Sffdrs! & diF &1 SfaR, T Ae FDI 3T, STy -$2.4 faferast 1

The net FDI figure was negative in August 2025 as well, at -$0.6 billion.

3R 2025 H 4 A FDI FHRIES o1, -$0.6
It is important to note that these figures refer to direct investment, which constitutes
investment into assets, rather than portfolio investment, which has to do with
shares in a company.

faferma o
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Ig o &7 Uy ¢ 6 A siipe weaes frawr @ Hsftia 8, S uReufal 8 e garg, 7
& i wiferal fFawr 9, S Hu=l & IWRT J Yefd gt gl

o However, the analysis also shows that the FDI picture looks better over a longer
period.
gTatifes, fazawor 7g off fovarar B 3 da v & FoI &t fRUfS dgar Rt 31

For example, gross FDI was 15.4% higher in the July-September 2025 quarter than
in the same quarter of the previous year.

IR & Ty, FATs-Frdax 2025 faarét & 99 FoI fUsd adf & v faame! &t
AT T 15.4% ST 7|

As trade deficit with Japan
tops $12 bn, India to discuss

non-tariff measures
§GS Ill: Economy

Amiti Sen

www.patrioticias.in

New Delhi has been these countries, India’s

NEW DELHI

India’s ongoing effort to ad-
dress its staggering $12.6
billion trade deficit in FY25
with Japan underscores a
larger problem with other
FTA partner countries.
The issues that have
been flagged in the case of
Japan - non-tariff mea-
sures and quality controls
— are the same that inhibit
penetration of Indian
goods in other markets as
well. Sources said the Com-
merce Department is seek-
ing industry inputs and

insisting on a review
of the CEPA as it had
disproportionately
benefited Japan

will discuss these issues at
the next joint committee
meeting of the India-Japan
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership  Agreement
(CEPA) soon. Experts said
these issues need to be
thrashed out in the case of
Japan as well as ASEAN,
South Korea, and the UAE.
Post signing FTAs with all

trade deficit with them has
widened. While with Ja-
pan, India’s trade deficit in
FY25 was $12.68 billion, up
from $3.5 billion in FYIl,
with the 10-member
ASEAN it was $45.2 billion,
with South Korea at $15.25
billion and with the UAE at
$26.79 billion.

“New Delhi has been in-
sisting on a review of the
CEPA with Japan as the
trade pact, implemented
in 2011, has disproportion-
ately benefited Japan.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

As trade deficit with Japan tops $12 bn, India to discuss non-tariff measures

ST & |IY TR °1eT $12 fAferm uR, yRa 1R-ew Sural wR =i s

e As trade deficit with Japan tops $12 bn, India to discuss non-tariff measures
SITUTE & TIY TR 92T $12 I UR, WRa IR-Y[ew Iural wR =i H3m
India’s ongoing effort to address its staggering $12.6 billion trade deficit in FY25 with Japan
underscores a larger problem with other FTA partner countries.

WY & 91 FY25 | HRd 1 $12.6 faferaT samaR g1e1 @ o537 &1 9l 81 T 3= FTA
TSGR 32 & Y T <) G b1 i Jw@ifehed el 21

e The issues that have been flagged in the case of Japan — non-tariff measures and quality
controls — are the same that inhibit penetration of Indian goods in other markets as well.
ST & AW B o G &1 IS/ 71 § — AR-R[eh SR 3R I[uraT =1 — gl 3
IR & YR a3t &1 Ugd B! a1fdd HXd ¢ |

e Sources said the Commerce Department is seeking industry inputs and will discuss these
issues at the next joint committee meeting of the India-Japan Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) soon.

A A T s Aforey fAUTT TN & YT T 6T @ 3R Teg g1 UIRA-SITIT= CEPA 1 3fTel!
Ty afifa 9@ A 57 05 )R =i S|
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e  Experts said these issues need to be thrashed out in the case of Japan as well as ASEAN,
South Korea, and the UAE.
== A w1 o5 39 e 1 UM & wr-wry SRy, gféror IR 3k UAE & 3y ot
AT B Texd ¢

e Post signing FTAs with all these countries, India’s trade deficit with them has widened.

37 9t A= & Y FTA IR BHER B & F1¢ YR T TR °TeT 37 1Y 9¢ 4T 8|

e  While with Japan, India’s trade deficit in FY25 was $12.68 billion, up from $3.5 billion in
FY11, with the 10-member ASEAN it was $45.2 billion, with South Korea at $15.25 billion
and with the UAE at $26.79 billion.
U & 1Y HRd &1 AUR el FY25 H $12.68 fafera= ot s Fy11 & $3.5 fafera= 9 wq;
10-HERIT MR/ & W1 I5 $45.2 faferas, gfaror sifvar & a1y $15.25 fafera=, sk UAE
& |1 $26.79 faferaT o

e  “New Delhi has been insisting on a review of the CEPA with Japan as the trade pact,
implemented in 2011, has disproportionately benefited Japan.

T3 3wl ST & WY CEPA &Y THY&T R SR ¢ Y81 8 Hiifes 2011 & AN 98 AR Tl
SITUT Y SR =0 @ A4 g1 @2 17

| S&T
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What does the draft Seeds Bill entail?

Why has the seed industry been demanding a reform of the Seeds Act of 19662 What are the punishments prescribed for flouting provisions under the Bill? Why

are farmers’ groups worried about the new draft Bill? What will be the roles of the Central and State Seed Committees?

EXPLAINER
A. M. Jigeesh
The story so far:
he Union Agriculture Ministry
released the draft Seeds Bill on
November 12, and has invited
public comments on it till

December 11. The Seeds Bill, seen as a
regulatory step to ensure quality of seeds
sold and distributed to farmers, promotes
“ease of doing business” and reduces
compliance burden, while maintaining
strong provisions to penalise serious
violations, as per the government. The
government has been open about its
intention to amend the Seeds Act of 1966
and the Seeds (Control) Order of 1983.

What has been the history?
According to the Union Agriculture
Ministry, in 2023-24, the country had an
overall requirement of 462.31lakh
quintals of seeds for various crops with
availability being 508.60 lakh quintals,
which then led to a surplus of 46.29 lakh
quintals of seeds.

The seed industry has been demanding
that the 1966 Act should be amended to
accommodate technological and scientific
advancements in the sphere of seeds and
to address the changes in trade and
commerce over the last six decades. In
their initial response, the Federation of
Seed Industry of India Chairman Ajai
Rana said the release of the draft is a
timely and much-needed step toward
modernising India’s seed regulatory

sell his farm seeds, except when he sells
such seed or planting material under a
brand name. The Bill defines farmer,
dealer, distributor and producer as
separate entities that deal with the
production, distribution, trade and use of
seeds. It also provides for the
establishment of 27-member Central and
15 State seed ¢ i The

framework. However, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella body of farmers,
said they will continue to oppose moves
to bring amendments in the Bill that are
“anti-farmer”.

What are the new provisions?

The Bill provides a regulatory mechanism
in the area of import, production and
supply of quality seeds. The Bill does not
restrict the right of the farmer to grow,
SOW, re-sow, save, use, exchange, share or

Central seed committee can recommend
the minimum limits of germination,
genetic and physical purity, traits, seed
health and additional standards of seeds
to the Union Government. The State Seed
Committee can advise the State
Government on registration of seed
producers, seed processing units, seed
dealers, distributors and plant nurseries.
Under the Bill, it is mandatory that all
seed processing units must be registered
with the State governments based on the

New reforms: Women farmers sow maize seeds in a field, in Morigaon on November 10. pTi

o,

e -

provisions in the proposed legislation.
The Bill, however, adds that to promote
ease of doing business, the Union
government may establish a merit based
and transparent Central Accreditation
System for companies operating in
multiple States.

The Bill suggests the creation of the
office of Registrar to keep a National
Register on seed varieties under the
Central seed committee. The procedure
for conducting field trials to assess the
Value for Cultivation and Use of any kind
or variety is also detailed in the draft Bill.

The Bill also has provisions for the
establishment of Central and State seed
testing laboratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall be
carried out in the prescribed manner. The
Bill also explains the role and powers of
seed inspectors, an officer with powers

What does the draft Seeds Bill entail?
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under the provisions of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita to search or
seize. The Bill details the punishment for
trivial, minor and major offences for
flouting provisions under the Bill. The
punishment ranges from a fine of
350,000 to T30 lakh and up to three years
of imprisonment.

‘What are changes from 2019 draft?
One of the major changes is in the section
of offences and punishments. In the
previous draft, the offences were covered
under consumer protection laws and the
penalty ranged between 325,000 and ¥5
lakh and an imprisonment up to one year.
There are substantial changes with
respect to this section in the new draft.
On farmers’ rights, the new draft links
the matter with the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Rights Act. On
quality norms, the standards have been
tightened. The new Bill looks at the
import of seeds in a more liberal way.

What are the concerns of farmers?
The All India Kisan Sabha, a constituent
of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, said the Bill
is poised to increase cost of cultivation by
allowing corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds. They doubt
the Bill is part of a larger political project
of the RSS-BJP to dispossess small farmers
and surrender the country’s seed
sovereignty to a handful of multinational
and domestic monopolies.

They demanded that the new draft
must complement, not conflict with, the
progressive legal safeguards already
established under the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Right Act of 2001,
and India’s international commitments
under the Convention on Biological
Diversity and the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture. The Kisan Sabha pointed out
that the draft Seeds Bill introduces a
heavily centralised and corporatised
regulatory system that risks weakening
farmer-centered protection and diluting
India’s legal architecture for biodiversity
conservation and farmers’ rights.

THE GIST

v

The seed industry has been
demanding that the 1966 Act
should be amended to
accommodate technological
and scientific advancements in
the sphere of seeds and to
address the changes in trade
and commerce over the last six
decades.

v

The Bill also has provisions for
the establishment of Central
and State seed testing
laboratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall
be carried out in the prescribed
manner.

v

The All India Kisan Sabha, a
constituent of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha, said the Bill is
poised to increase cost of
cultivation by allowing
corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds.
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317 Wiew faa & on wnfira 82

Draft Seeds Bill and Initial Provisions

$TUe 3igd faa 3R Rt urau

The Union Agriculture Ministry released the draft Seeds Bill on November 12, and has
invited public comments on it till December 11.

A B HER HY T A gTue WigH fd 12 TaaR &1 OR} {541 8iR 39 W adad
fRruforat 11 RiweR d@ smifya #t 21

The Seeds Bill, seen as a regulatory step to ensure quality of seeds sold and distributed to
farmers, promotes “ease of doing business” and reduces compliance burden, while
maintaining strong provisions to penalise serious violations, as per the government.

W%W@wﬁamﬁﬁéﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ@a
TR & 0 U FRame Haw 2, o S i 2T Ao &) g1 31 € 3R ST B
CIE RIS mus‘?mﬂwwﬁaﬁa%amé?mﬁwmwm%

The govemment has been open about its intention to amend the Seeds Act of 1966 and the
Seeds (Control) Order of 1983.

WHR = 1966 P WG Tae 3R 1983 & AW (Peld) TSI F TN PRA DI 301 I B
AP T F ST B

What has been the history?

HLENED KR

What are the new provisions?
T YY1 1 872

According to the Union Agriculture Ministry, in 2023-24,
the country had an overall requirement of 462.31 lakh
quintals of seeds for various crops with availability being
508.60 lakh quintals, which then led to a surplus of 46.29
lakh quintals of seeds.

AT PV HATAT & AR 2023-24 T <1 H faflrd wat
& fore el &1 $o smaadhdl 462.31 a1 fived o, Safe
Il 508.60 WA fived T, o 46.29 W@ fbea
ol 7 SR & 1|

The seed industry has been demanding that the 1966 Act
should be amended to accommodate technological and
scientific advancements in the sphere of seeds and to
address the changes in trade and commerce over the last
six decades.

TS 3TN &I AN @ & b 1966 & SARIFraw T awp-ta!

IR e Wit a1 fUse o8 g3t 3 FuR sﬁ?mﬁwﬁmmaﬁwﬁmm
& forg H=me fovan S
In their initial response, the Federation of Seed Industry of India Chairman Ajai Rana said
the release of the draft is a timely and much-needed step toward modernising India’s seed
regulatory framework.

ST RN Ufafehar # e STt His eI i1 Sfear & JeRAT 3rera Ium 3 Fel fb
Ig S0E SIRI 111 UIRd & St fafrarae g & snyfatewur of faxn & gqared ok
A SHIID H&H ¢ |
However, the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, an umbrella body of farmers, said they will continue
to Oppose moves to bring amendments in the Bill that are “anti-farmer”.

| & TiTe- wgad forarT |yl A &8 i o foa & U8 SRiveq! &1 fajiy oR 3a
S “fpam-faRid 71
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The Bill provides a regulatory mechanism in the area of import, production and supply of
quality seeds.

ggﬁam-gﬁﬁﬁ%m,maﬁvanq;ﬁ%mﬁwﬁumaamm
|

The Bill does not restrict the right of the farmer to grow, sow, re-sow, save, use, exchange,
share or sell his farm seeds, except when he sells such seed or planting material under a
brand name.

9 fFa™ & 31U @d & SISl &1 ST, dF, TF: 99, JRIEA 39+, ITaRT A, faf e o,
TR IR AT 99 & SIABR B! A a1 e, Riar 39 R & o9 98 T4 o a1 dy arht
@1 fordll |i® I & dgd SadT g |

The Bill defines farmer, dealer, distributor and producer as separate entities that deal with
the production, distribution, trade and use of seeds.

foet forame, Sher, fIaR® 3R ITEH BT SHTA-3AT SHIRAT & =0 § IRYINT Hll &, 5
STt & IcdTeH, fadRuT, AR SR SUART & Haifdd 5

It also provides for the establishment of 27-member Central and 15-member State seed
committees.

Tg 27 ARG g S Afife iR 15 Teita wsg 9t afifa &t RimgEr &1 o urauE
FAT |

The Central seed committee can recommend the minimum limits of germination, genetic
and physical purity, traits, seed health and additional standards of seeds to the Union
Government.

Feitg S wftifa sipur, srgafe Sk Wifae Ssar, Tur, e w@rea R dis & o=
O Bt W%W?ﬁrwﬂﬁ%l

The State Seed Committee can advise the State Government on registration of seed
producers, seed processmg units, seed dealers, distributors and plant nurseries.

IS4 S AT T RBR B ﬁﬁrmmﬁr uﬂwursaﬂsu’rﬁﬁzcﬂm’rﬁw
3R Uiy THRAY P TS0 & Tay | IATE ¢ Tobell ¢

Under the Bill, it is mandatory that all seed processing units must be registered with the
State governments based on the provisions in the proposed legislation.

9 & dgd Tt JIST UEIHRT SHISAT 1, YRATAd BT & TGl & 3FIER, T IRDBRI B
1Y Usfipd g1 SfHard g
The Bill, however, adds that to promote ease of doing business, the Union government may
establish a merit based and transparent Central Accreditation System for companies
operating in multiple States.
gTaifer fod g 1t Sied & f& §91 31T FE7 faw &1 sgrar &7 & o, % IRHR Bs Isal
gmmwm$mﬁw-mmﬁwﬁﬁummmﬁmm

I

The Bill suggests the creation of the office of Registrar to keep a National Register on seed
varieties under the Central seed committee.

foret it siier iRl & sref et ot o1 AP IR ST T & fore IR & Sraferd
& GO BT gId <l 5|

The procedure for conducting field trials to assess the Value for Cultivation and Use of any
kind or variety is also detailed in the draft Bill.

fareit +ft TR a1 for & Taef 3R SWINT g7 (Value for Cultivation and Use) T 3{T&a
B & U Pies eraa &t b ﬁwﬁaﬁﬁwﬁ‘cﬂﬂé%

The Bill also has provisions for the establishment of Central and State seed testing
laboratories, where analysis of seed of any kind or variety shall be carried out in the
prescribed manner.

et T 3R I T e TReror FERRIEnsi &1 RIeHT &7 4t Urae SRl §, STet
foeft Ht g a1 fobet & arl b1 witeror e adics 9 fovan smeem|

The Bill also explains the role and powers of seed inspectors, an officer with powers under
the provisions of the Bharatlya Nagarlk Suraksha Sanhita to search or seize.

foa de Frdteret ot uftye SR Wil ot of e avar 8, 8 W ARTR® R
Tfgar (Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita) & TIaY & ded ol iR Fedt (search or
seize) D1 fad U grit
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The Bill details the punishment for trivial, minor and major offences for flouting provisions
under the Bill.

¥ b TraUT! &7 Iea B TR JIYRUT, ARYE 3R T8 RTeN & g <8 &1 faaror <ar g1
The punishment ranges from a fine of ¥50,000 to ¥30 lakh and up to three years of
imprisonment

& 50,000 T T30 G & A 3R fH avf 9 & SRIAN IF & THhd1 g |

What are changes from the 2019 draft?
2019 ST | T 9519 fhT 1T §2

One of the major changes is in the section of offences and punishments.
U Sedral H 4 U SRt ofR g8 & AR B

In the previous draft, the offences were covered under consumer protection laws and the
penalty ranged between ¥25,000 and %5 lakh and an imprisonment up to one year.

e gTue & SRy IUHITT W&V BT & dgd 3Md & 3R & 225,000 | T5 ARG 71
TH 94 0% & HRIGN BT UG |

There are substantial changes with respect to this section in the new draft.

U gTUe H 39 o= N HTH! Igard fHT T g |

On farmers’ rights, the new draft links the matter with the Protection of Plant Varieties and
Farmers Rights Act.

oo & SiftreRI & THa § 791 ST 39 Wie dRET TS Wi Igew Tae § Siedi g |
On quality norms, the standards have been tightened.

T WS & Te B T ) Sl 5 TR |

The new Bill looks at the import of seeds in a more liberal way.

a1 foet §te1 SrmarTd @) 31 IR TP A ST B

What are the concerns of farmers?

fami 3t fRiart w82

The All India Kisan Sabha, a constituent of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, said the Bill is
poised to increase cost of cultivation by allowing corporates to indulge in predatory
pricing of seeds.

YR fHar T, o Ygad farT At o1 351 8, &1 e § fob fod skuRey &
el &t MUUIER S (predatory pricing) T HRA B STHN HR Well B ARG TS|
They doubt the Bill is part of a larger political project of the RSS-BJP to dispossess small
farmers and surrender the country’s seed sovereignty to multinational and domestic
monopolies.

3@ Ueg ¢ [ 98 f9d sRuuTy-doidt 3 te 5! wreiifas ufvatern &1 fewn g, foraa

g%m@ﬁ%ﬁmﬂ‘rﬁémm 3R N B FieT TUYAT B TGP T I HUMHA BT |1
I

They demanded that the new draft must complement, not conflict with the Protection of

Plant Varieties and Farmers Right Act, 2001, and India’s commitments under the

Convention on Biological Diversity and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic

Resources for Food and Agriculture.

foramt ot At  for 7 groe wa 1Y, afes e 811 afeT Wi Radie Us Wil rgew

Tae, 2001 YT YRA SI ofd fafaear A ok wife sfes Raier 6fY & dgd siaigia

gfddgdrsll & G|

The Kisan Sabha pointed out that the draft Seeds Bill introduces a heavily centralised and
corporatised regulatory system that risks weakening farmer-centered protection and
diluting India’s legal architecture for biodiversity conservation and farmers’ rights.

foHam U 3 Farn i ST Wiey fad 1o srcafie Figpd ok divue-gu s
yroTTelt o 2, S R h T WRAT B HHER B 3R HRA 3 Aa Ay wRavr a
POl & fUPRY A FE FITAT [T B HHOIR HRA BT SRGH T BT 8|
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Publish or perish: making sense of India’s
research fraud epidemic

India’s higher education sector faces a research fraud crisis due to a ‘publish or perish’ culture. Faculties prioritise publications over teaching,

undermining academic integrity and neglecting the needs of the student population

Pushkar

esearch fraud is a global
problem and has become

- worse due to the growing use
of Artificial Intelligence (Al).

The problem is even more acute in India’s
higher education sector where both the
number of journal publications and
retractions are growing rapidly. However,
journal retractions do not capture the
scope of research fraud since it is
impossible to know the exact number of
fraudulent publications that escape
notice.

Publishing over teaching

Most observers blame the ‘publish or
perish’ culture for India’s research fraud
epidemic. However, a prior issue is the
preference that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) give to publishing —
which is different from research — at the
expense of teaching for faculty members
to advance their careers. This institutional
bias drives a preference among faculty
members to publish papers and is
rewarded by promotions and other
benefits at the workplace, whereas there
are no significant incentives for better
teaching.

The rationale to privilege publishing
over teaching comes from two main
considerations. The first stems from
national and global university rankings,

which have become ubiquitous and are
considered to be of great value by the
government, the HEIs themselves, and by
students. These rankings reward
publications but not teaching. HEIs are
therefore incentivised to insist that their
faculty publish. For private universities,
the number of students they admit every
year matters a great deal, and achieving
higher rankings than their competitors is
seen as necessary to attract more and
better students. Public institutions do not
want to be left behind either.

The second consideration is the
widespread belief that faculty members
conducting research improves teaching
and hence student learning outcomes.
However, the evidence does not quite
support this belief.

The voluminous research on the
research-teaching link has examined a
diverse set of issues including the specific
mechanisms at work, the fuzziness and
diversity of the multiple variables used to
understand the relationship, and both
quantitative and qualitative research.
However, there is no broad consensus
that the relationship between them is
significant or even that there is one. If
there is some sort of soft consensus, it is
that the context often matters.

Both these considerations likely
contributed to the UGC’s decision to
introduce the Academic Performance
Indicator (AP) in 2010 as part of the
Career Advancement Scheme (CAS) for

faculty members’ promotions. The API
established a clear bias for publications in
assessing faculty members. Despite
several amendments over the years, there
has been no fundamental change to the
APL in terms of the emphasis on
publications. The 2025 UGC draft
regulations for the appointment and
promotion of teachers in order to
maintain academic standards, it claims,
will reduce focus on quantifiable metrics
such as publications. But for now, the
publishing madness remains ascendant.

A return to teaching

If we turn to context, there are at least
two reasons that render the emphasis on
research questionable, on ethical and
practical grounds.

First, the faculty members at all types
of HEIs are expected to publish — whether
at colleges devoted to undergraduate
teaching, universities that are
teaching-cum-research institutions, and
specialised research centres which
typically run only PhD programmes.
There is no thought given to context:
whether the university or college has the
necessary physical infrastructure
(libraries and laboratories for example),
human capital (research-capable faculty
members), academic environment (a
sufficient population of postgraduate
students and academics in specific
disciplines), sufficient research funding,
and a fair or even reasonable balance

between the teaching, research, and
administrative responsibilities of faculty
members. Most HEIs fall short on many of
these parameters. Without considering
these issues, the emphasis on research
and publishing is meaningless.

The outcome is eventually predictable.
Given the limitations of most HEIs, the
idea of ‘publish or perish’ is taken quite
literally. Rather than carry out actual
research, faculty members and even
students churn out fraudulent papers for
their HEIs to secure university rankings
and for them to secure individual
benefits. And publishers monetarily
benefit from these publications and also
participate in the scam.

Second, 80% of students at India’s HEIs
are undergraduates who need better
teachers rather than competent
researchers. Given that the
research-teaching link is dubious and that
most HEIs do not have the necessary
research capabilities, it should follow that
those teaching at undergraduate
institutions should focus on teaching.

In the end, it appears that the only
logic to prefer research over teaching is to
help HEIs attain university rankings and
to help faculty members secure individual
gains, both of which are the main drivers
of research fraud, and neither of which
contributes in any way to India’s
knowledge sector.

Pushkar is director at The International
Centre Goa. Views are personal.

Publish or perish: making sense of India’s research fraud epidemic

ufeerer a1 AR YRA &) Rus wis AeMrR o) JHeET

Research Fraud and India’s Higher Education Crisis

o=t wie oiiv ¥Rd & I= fen Hoe

¢ Research fraud is a global problem and has
become worse due to the growing use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al).

7 his U Ay

RSLAERZIN % 3R Artificial

I_E?rtflgigence (Al) F Tgd IUTNT & HRUT 3R i WRE

gl

e The problem is even more acute in India’s higher
education sector where both the number of journal
publications and retractions are growing rapidly.

URA & 3= e & o g wwn ofR it iR g,

EH

Siet TepTRT 3R o= gl o) T aoit @ §¢ e

H

—— K

e However, journal retractions do not capture the scope of research fraud since it is impossible
to know the exact number of fraudulent publications that escape notice.

BT, Sot ReawH e this & I SRR &1 T8} i «ifes T8 ST 3Riva § o fbem
LGS aTet YHIRHE Uhs H gl 311d |
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Publishing over teachi

AT % S YTRIRAT S wrefrar

Most observers blame the ‘publish or perish’ culture for India’s research fraud epidemic.
YT e YRA A e s He™RY & fATT ‘publish or perish’ T&Hi &1 Tlw 3 &1
However, a prior issue is the preference that the University Grants Commission (UGC) and
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) give to publishing — which is different from research
— at the expense of teaching for faculty members to advance their careers.

BTdifeh, Toh Ud AN T8 & fb UGC 3R HEIs U1 — STt fa=f ¥ 3/eft § — &t el ot
PIAd W UIHHT S € difts Trbec] 3T HRIR B 3 F¢T T |

This institutional bias drives a preference among faculty members to publish papers and is
rewarded by promotions and other benefits at the workplace, whereas there are no significant
incentives for better teaching.

g YR Yaiig hdbee] Yol Bl UUR UHIRI B BI 3R Ybardl g, ford TR 3R 3

Y GRT QR a1 offa &, Safes dgar A & forg 31 Hea@yuf miame 21 3|

The rationale to privilege publishing over teaching comes from two main considerations.

IR TR Ul &1 UTEedT Gt &1 o ol i HRUN 4 M1l

The first stems from national and global university rankings, which reward publications but

not teaching.

qugfwwvr@usﬁ?%%ﬁmmﬁ ST U1 BT REB DR & AfpeT ST bl
I

HEls are therefore incentivised to insist that their faculty publish.

ST HEIs 301 Thdbec! TR TR $5- BT Ga1d 1l 6 |

For private universities, student admissions and higher rankings matter greatly, pushing them

to prioritise more publications.

fsht fayfaeert & forg vawr oiR 3= e agd Heayuf 81d 7, o 3 siftres et oY

I &d § |

Public institutions also do not want to be left behind.

et T ot Ui et X1 arsd |

The second consideration is the belief that faculty conducting research improves teaching and

hence student learning outcomes.

mm%ﬁm%%%ﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁw%%ﬁw@ﬂ%%ﬁ%w@m

SER A &

However, the evidence does not quite support this belief.

BTdias, THTOT 39 39 &1 O TRg 9 781 Pedl |

The voluminous research on the research-teaching link has examined diverse factors and

methods, but there is no broad consensus that the relationship is significant or even exists.

el Tey R YR AEn | Y fHur T 7, A 39 919 R BIS A1y JgHfd T8l § P
g GeY Hg@qul § a1 Hg o §1

If there is some soft consensus, it is that context often matters.

fe IS Beob! FGHN &, ol 96 T8 & fob URFRRUTIAT 3R 7 T B

Both these considerations likely contributed to the UGC’s decision to introduce the Academic
Performance Indicator (API) in 2010 as part of the Career Advancement Scheme (CAS).
HI HRUN = ¥HId: 2010 H UGC gRT Academic Performance Indicator (API) &I Career
Advancement Scheme (CAS) & ded L= P H AT fea

The API established a clear bias for publications in assessing faculty members.

API 3 Thdhee! & Hedidh | UHTRM & Uel T TV qarrg Rifid faan|

Despite several amendments, there has been no fundamental change in the API’s
emphasis on publications.

H YY1 & STao[E, THIRMA! R AP| BT SR T &0 o T8 aga g

The 2025 UGC draft regulations claim to reduce focus on quantifiable metrics such as
publications.

2025 & UGC 10 faf~ram grar avd € fob 3 U1 oI 110 aRg AHES R &9 & H S|

But for now, the publishing madness remains ascendant.

fopergTer, UfsIfRivT ) g8 SHeyu ugfy H1 B
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A return to teaching

AfT &Y ok aruedt

If we tum to context, there are at least two reasons that render the emphasis on research
questionable, on ethical and practical grounds.

gfe g9 deH 1 3R 3T, @ PH T HH & BRI S Sl ethical 3R practical YR R Rad )

SR Pl Hfew™ 1 B

First, the faculty members at all types of HEls are expected to publish — whether at colleges
devoted to undergraduate teaching, universities that are teaching-cum-research institutions,

and specialised research centres which typically run only PhD programmes.

U5, HI TR & HEIs & Bhobee! UGRII 4 USRI R B SU&T B S § — a8 d
3fSTEE i arat Hias &, SfeT-wH-Rad fayfaened gi, a1 Fad PhD SRishH gam ard
fa=Iiea e sl

There is no thought given to context: whether the university or college has the necessary
physical infrastructure (libraries and laboratories for example), human capital (research-
capable faculty members), academic environment (a sufficient population of postgraduate
students and academics in specific disciplines), sufficient research funding, and a fair or
even reasonable balance between the teaching, research, and administrative responsibilities
of faculty members.

Tef iR g e 8T fo ST Fun fayfaenea a1 sl & Uiy 31a%de physical
infrastructure (ﬁﬁ NIEER 3R éa), human capital (m?f-ﬂ&lﬂ W), academic
environment (ﬁﬁl’g fowat & ol PG B SR fagHl o GTI'@IFCT), g research funding,
IR Af-Read-wsfafrefea el & 9 dqad ol

Most HEls fall short on many of these parameters.

HfYHI HEIs 37 IS A T B3 IR HHER USd g

Without considering these issues, the emphasis on research and publishing is meaningless.
1 e R faarR e famr R ok ufsafRin R ok 31 e 31

The outcome is eventually predictable.

URUMY 3fdd: YaiAd g

Given the limitations of most HEIs, the idea of ‘publish or perish’ is taken quite literally.
HIYHI HEIs DT HIATSHT BT T BT, ‘publish or perish’ B SAYRUN fdcpd st w0
TR Y I g

Rather than carry out actual research, faculty members and even students churn out

fraudulent papers for their HEls to secure university rankings and for them to secure
individual benefits.

Irafae e B a'TEI\_rqu, Thahee! 3R UE\TJHEF & 81 R fraudulent papers chum W%

b HEIs BT I firat 3R I afaatd ary e was |

And publishers monetarily benefit from these publications and also participate in the scam.
Ui S UhTRMT & e Ay HHTd § SR 39 UieTd § YR dd &

Second, 80% of students at India’s HEIs are undergraduates who need better teachers
rather than competent researchers.

R, YRd & HEIs T 80% BT STATTE &, Forg Terd Mudhaion &1 gl dgaR RI&D! Bt
TS 5|

Given that the research-teaching link is dubious and that most HEls do not have the
necessary research capabilities, it should follow that those teaching at undergraduate
institutions should focus on teaching. ]

A Reged-AfRi i ey § ok 31 HEIs F IR Az Ty &ary el €, gafo
3fETUUe TRl H UgH ardl &I ST R &M dhigd & deu|

In the end, it appears that the only logic to prefer research over teaching is to help HEls attain
university rankings and to help faculty members secure individual gains, both of which are
the main drivers of research fraud, and neither of which contributes in any way to India’s
knowledge sector.

3idd:, THI Uiid gidl & fob I & SR Rud &l grRiffdsdl & &1 THHEA b HEIs &I
university rankings fa@mT 3R Bhec! B individual gains feamr 8 — iR Tt gt
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‘ 26/11/2025

Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study
S 1il: Envionment 3

Jacob Koshy Not a single district in Other States with signifi- lution hotspots, while
NEW DELHI the country reported con- cant numbers include Ut- southern and coastal re-
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Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study

YR foral & 60% A fauTed arg a0 WR &1 96T 8: SreHg=

e People in 60% of India’s districts are exposed to polluted air all through the year,
not just in winter, according to an analysis by a research body published on Tuesday.
YR & 60% Roral & @ R a8 ugfiid ga1 & Tuds W Xgd 7, 7 f& baa afdal 7,
TAAR P UHIRIG U MY TR & [a=aAvr & SR |

o This means that 447 of 749 districts recorded concentrations of particulate matter
(PM2.5) — toxic chemical and organic particles — that exceed the annual safe values
prescribed by the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS).

PHT HAAd ¢ [ 749 H | 447 A &1 uerf (PM2.5) — fawTed I 8k
HIAD BT — P Higdl Gof P §, o AT IRAM qRY UG TS (NAAQS)
&R1 Rufa affer QRféa aeat 3 sifde 81

e Not a single district in the country reported concentrations within the World Health
Organisation (WHO) guideline of 5 pg/m3, which is about eight times more stringent
than India’s standards (40 pg/m3), according to the Centre for Research on Energy
and Clean Air analysis.

23 ¥ us i frar fay warea |6 (WHO) & 5 pg/m3 & feenfder & +fiar Tigar
@ RUId 76T BT, S HRA & AHD (40 pg/m3) T TTHT 3113 T HOR 7, Foll 3R
Wy Y R STHYM $Hg b ATl & SIER |

The study underlines the fact that exposure to significant air pollution is not restricted
to winter alone as is commonly believed.

31T 39 I IR WR a1 B fob Ayl arg ugwur &1 Gudh had Aféat de iy =it
g o1 f& 3T IR R AT S 5|

e The maximum number of polluted districts are concentrated in a few States. Delhi (11
districts) and Assam (11 districts) alone accounted for nearly half of the top 50
most polluted districts, followed by Bihar (7) and Haryana (7).

Taifie ughia o oo Ioat & Hiad &1 fewelt (11 Rra) ok 3w (11 oray st
2 50 maﬂﬂ%f%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁw&ﬂ?)%ﬁﬁwg,mmm(ﬂ 3R
ghaom (7) |
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e Other States with significant numbers include Uttar Pradesh (4), Tripura (3),
Rajasthan (2), West Bengal (2).
&mﬂgﬂﬁ =T aTe SR WSRT (4), FART (3), TR (2), ufdwy et (2)
M B

Cleaner States
A I

e On the other hand, the majority of districts in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala,
Sikkim, Goa, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu have population-exposure numbers within
the NAAQS-prescribed limits.

ORY 3R, 3T USRT, AT, Ba, Fufapw, Mar, Fies iR affranrg & sifvsi
ﬁl?ﬁﬁaqmqaﬂuﬁmm NAAQS gRT Frefiea it & iR 21

o “These patterns highlight the continued dominance of northern and eastern
States in India’s PM2.5 pollution hotspots, while southern and coastal regions
remain relatively cleaner,” the authors Manojkumar N. and Monish Raj say in their
analysis, which is not a peer-reviewed paper. &

g U YRd & PM2.5 UgUUT glewticd & IRl 3R Ydf Isdl & FRaR oy
ISR FA &, T STAmT IR aEH & SiaTpd W T8 8, Shgd HISTHAR TH.
3R AT T 31U fa=eiwor 7 ed &, S fob GeepHl-gHifard U= 781 5|

. Populatlon exposure numbers can differ from ambient concentration numbers.

SRS TR ufea=f Wi SRemait 3 s 8 gand! 81

e The winter months of December, January, and February are still the most polluted.
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e About 82% (616 of 749 districts) of districts recorded values breaching the national

standard during this season.
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Six years on, mystery over illegal GM seeds’ source stays unsolved

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

More than six years after
the Haryana government
destroyed a banned, genet-
ically modified (GM) Bt
brinjal crop in Fatehabad
district’s Nathwan village
following an outcry by en-
vironmental activists, the
source of the seeds re-
mains a mystery.
Responses to multiple
RTIs filed by The Hindu
show the government is
yet to determine how the

Expressing dissent: Teachers and students of Panjab University
staging a protest against genetically modified foods. FILE PHOTO
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undertaken the “necessary
steps under our ambit and
power”, referring to the
destruction of the crop on
half an acre of land cultiv-
ated by farmer Jeevan on
May 17, 2019. However, ac-
tivists who were instru-
mental in calling attention
to the issue accused the go-
vernment of “adopting a

as growing the illegal crop
was the only one to do so is
absurd. Neither can the
farmer develop such seed
in his backyard nor can he
have a privileged relation-
ship with seed developers
to be bestowed exclusive
access of growing their
proprietary seed,” said Ra-
jinder Chaudhary, a form-

in India.

The background

In May 2019, when activists
flagged the issue, Harya-
na’s Biotechnology Coordi-
nation Committee, which
monitors activities related
to GM organisms, pro-
posed destroying the crop.
Following this, the crop

was uprooted and buried
toav, ]
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ed. On I:uor.h occasions, it

added, the Horticulture
Department denied infor-
mation regarding the
source of the seed and did
not reveal the name of any
farmer.

“No further communi-
cation in this regard has
been received from the

"~ Horticulture Del.:l‘artment

Horticulture Department,

Director General Ranbir
Singh said they had shared
details of the farmer who
cultivated the crop with
the Environment Depart-
ment in November 2019.
“However, the source
from whom the farmer
purchased the brinjal sa-

Six years on, mystery over illegal GM seeds’ source stays unsolved
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plings remains unknown.

cerns regarding transgenic
food must be the primary
concern of the govern-
ment. However, the issue
does not seem to be on its

priority list,” said Umen-
dra Dutt of Kheti Virasat
Mission, another organisa-
tion working to promote
organic farming.
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Six years on, mystery over illegal GM seeds’ source stays unsolved
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More than six years after the Haryana government destroyed a banned, genetically modified
(GM) Bt brinjal crop in Fatehabad district’'s Nathwan village following an outcry by
environmental activists, the source of the seeds remains a mystery
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Responses to multiple RTIs led by The Hindu show the government is yet to determine how
the prohibited variety entered the open market.
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A Horticulture Department official said they had undertaken the “necessary steps under our
ambit and power”, referring to the destruction of the crop on half an acre of land cultivated by
farmer Jeevan on May 17, 2019.
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However, activists who were instrumental in calling attention to the issue accused the
government of “adopting a casual approach towards a serious problem”.
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“The government’s claim that the farmer whose [eld was identified as growing the illegal crop
was the only one to do so is absurd.
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Neither can the farmer develop such seed in his backyard nor can he have a privileged
relationship with seed developers to be bestowed exclusive access to growing their
proprietary seed,” said Rajinder Chaudhary, a former Professor in the Department of
Economics with M.D. University, Rohtak.
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The commercial cultivation of Bt brinjal is banned in India.
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The background
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In May 2019, when activists [Tagged the issue, Haryana’'s Biotechnology Coordination
Committee, which monitors activities related to GM organisms, proposed destroying the crop.
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Following this, the crop was uprooted and buried to avoid contamination.
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When questioned, Mr. Jeevan, who bought the saplings of brinjal in December 2017, told the
authorities that he was not aware that the saplings were of GM variety.
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He said the seeds were procured from a roadside vendor.
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In response to an RTI query on whether any probe had been conducted in the case, the
Environment and Climate Change Department said it wrote to the Horticulture Department
twice in 2019 — in July and August — seeking details of those against whom action needed
to be initiated.
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On both occasions, it added, the Horticulture Department denied information regarding the
source of the seed and did not reveal the name of any farmer.
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“No further communication in this regard has been received from the Horticulture Department,
Haryana, till now,” read the reply shared with The Hindu on October 31, 2025.
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However, in a separate RTI response, the District Horticulture Officer, Fatehabad, on

October 17, identified the farmer, but said there were no details about the source of the GM
seed.
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Farm and food activists believe that introducing transgenic variety [whose genes have been
altered] foods could contaminate the food chain.
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